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Allotted to Political Dent. 
WORD CODE TELEGRAM 


From @ovt.or India, Home Dept., 

To Secretary of State for India 
Dated N. Delhi, 20. 10 hrs., 26th Feb. 43 
Réed, 21. % hrs, » 26th Feb. 1943. 


Dodi ur, 
No. 17/2 : ° 


er Gated Jamary 20th 


Your 
2249/48, Political. Recovery 
due from Maltese evacuees. No 
rospect in sight during their 
(srepidence) in India. 


RESs. PL BEPy. 
2MAF 943 
INDIA OFFICE 


Soe RTA GRP FET IH 


DEGYPHER OF TELEGRAM. 


Sea etd ae eR RE ST eR HRT OSMAN A ES SPRAY OED eT 


Government of India, Home Depertment ’ 
to Secretary of State for I 


nai LAs 


16. 


oe ae 
Preston. 


Y DECY PRA; 0 ae 


= Government of India, Home Deparimené, 
to Secretary of State for India. 


Dated New Delhi, 22.35 hours, 26th Maroh 1942. 
Reesived 10-45 hours, 27th March 1942. 


Your telegram 5116 March 2iat. Maltese. 
We are in dirett communication with Ankara and 
have agreed to take (¢ for) duration of war 
further batch of 277 Maltese immediately and 40 
in May 1942, 


x Vand Jfy &. Do ei 
Leavis) ie 


oY om ei Herr) 
: cor reas (Chener) 


27MARi942 
INDIA OFFICE 


: OUTWARD TELEGRAM, 
% 

(This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government, 
and should be kept under ‘Lock and Key.) 


G.H.Baxter Esq| 
SECRET With the Compliments of India Office. 
the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 
J. 1053/109/1 
. 17th March 1942. 
(CYPHER ) 


DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ADDIS ABABA. 


Os Be 
16th March 1942. D. 7.10 pom. 16th March, 1942. 


REPEATED TO MINISTER OF STATE'S OFFICE CAIRO. NO. 401. 


ANGORA. NO. 449. 
WWW WW www 


Your telegram No.5 to Minister of State (Polish ex—Officer 
specialists available for employment in Ethiopa to replace Italians) 


There is not a large mmber of technical men available here for 
Ethiopa owing to prior demand for war effort but if Emperor will 
furnish full information about the nature of work salaries and 
conditions and whether employment would be under Ethiopian Government 
or otherwise the question of the supply of allied nationals will be 
examined here. There are probably British subjects available in the 
evacuee camps in India with suitable technical qualifications and 
Maltese skilled craftsmen coming out of Turkey where Turkish laws 
prevent their practising their trade. You should therefore consider 
putting the Emperor's needs to the Government of India and His 
Majesty's Ambassador Angora. 


INDIV. 
(Copies sent to Mr.Armstrong and Colonel Jacob) 


DRAFT TELEGRAM 


From ;:- Secretary of State. 


fo :- the Government of India. p 
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Home Department. My telegram No. 5988 
dated 4th March. HM. ce would —_ 
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terms as,those evacuated from Egypt. 
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> £ a 
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Mr, Gi oe Wy 
Hts _Ehbson, 3 


Please see my note dated 26th November (Pok,6475/41) and 
subsequent correspondence about the reception ang accommodation 
in India of Maltese refugees from Turkey and Egypt. 


The Departments here, particularly the Treasury, have been 
very slack in dealing with this question and it was not until AE 
met representatives of the Foreign Office, Colonial Office and 
the Treasury on 20th February, that any definite action was taken 
to arrive at a decision. It was then agreed (a) that those 
Maltese and Greeks (about 450) who had already left Egypt should 
remain in India for the duration of the war, (b) the Treasury 
representative would provide written confirmation that H.M.G. 
would bear the cost of semi-permanent accommodation in India, and 
(c) that the Colonial Office would ascertain from the Hast African 
Colonies whether they would receive at once up to 300 Maltese from 
Turkey and another 300 later if developments in the Balkans made 
this course necessary. 


The Treasury have sent authority to the Foreign Office 
regarding the expenditure (Pol.2156/42) and the Colonial Office 
have sent a telegram to the East African Governors’ conference 
regarding the Maltese in Turkey. We sent an interim reply to the 
Government of India on the 21st December (Pol.7127/41) saying 
that we were discussing the question with the Departments here and 
I now attach a draft telegram clearing up the position so far as 
we are able. I understand that the Government of India have 
agreed with the Minister at Angora direct to take about 250 
Maltese from Turkey so that it will be as well not to say too much 
about the approach to the East African Colonies, in case it falls 
through. ‘eo. trowin: frrefe the tetera 9 hy Maltin bo fo ©. Maca 
f feeatta. : 
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Pol.2199/42g 2 


Political Department. 


DRAPT TELEGRAM, 


From: Secretary of State 


Te: Goverment of India. 


XXX 


DOSS ‘oe ae/ 
7 Home Department. Your telegran No.6525- dated 19th 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM .— .217//,,(29) 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
a kept under Lock and Key.] 
Fes Se Se MSA as 


K, 24.28/10/250. 
te ; DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2, 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA, 


No. 346, D. 11.05 p.m, 24th February, 1942. 
24th February, 1922, 


Repeated to Cairo No, 768, 


Sit 
IMMEDIATE, 


Your telegram No, 367 [of 22nd February: evacuation 
of Maltese], 


Discussions are now in progress here on the destination 
of the remaining Maltese to be evacuated from Turkey and the 
Governors of Northern Rhodesia and Tanganyika are being asked 
to take up to 300 as soon as possible and up to 300 more in an 
emergency, You should therefore take no action at present, 


‘2, I think a destination in Hast Africa would offer a 
better solution of the problem, Please see paragraph 3 of 
your telegram No, 2253 |of 19th September 1941] and ue 
telegrams Nos. 9 Saving [of 23rd September] and 3383 lof 
September 30th]. 


© 
he 16 femnutle hy Aelita 

>y 
Telephone No. : WHITEHALL 1234. = 


. Any reply to this letter should be addressed to 
THE SECRETARY, 


TREASURY, ‘ TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
WHtPEHALL, LONDON, S.W.1. x 
and the following number quoted: 


— 2c Spy Cy F42 . 
2156 
t. 1942 _ 


The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
present Their compliments to the Secretary of State 


for India, 


and beg to transmit herewith for information copy of a letter 
of to-day's date which They have caused to be addressed to 


the Foreign Office. 


Reference to previous 


correspondence (if any) 


(HormaOR kB 1942 


INDIA OFFICE 
~ 5 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 2876fus 


@ris Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
SAR a icc ea eh kc oat ahh 


kept under Lock and Key.] 


(K.1375/10/250) . 


[@HPher]. DEPARTMENTAL No. 2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA, 


No. 201, D. 4.55 Dem. 18th February, 1942. 
18th February, 1942, 


IMMEDIATE. 
Your telegram No. 213 {of January 28th: evacuation]. 
I do not understand your last paragraph. 


It was agreed long ago that the final destination should 
be India and I have seen nothing to show that the Government 
of India have gone back on this. 


ae You should however evacuate no more Maltese for 
the present since I hope shortly to be able to arrange for 
them to go to the Hast African colonies. Please report at 
once approximately how many might wish to go there soon and 
how many in emergency. 


Os T am told that a number of your refugees were 
recently piling up in Palestine and that the Government of 0 
India informed the High Commissioner that they could trace 35 
no previous correspondence about them. You are no doubt , 
acting on the telegrams referred to in my telegram No, 37 
[of January 6th]. Can you say off-hand whether any of your 
Maltese are now stuck in Palestine? 


(INDIV). 


2s > (10 ~D—/ 


SUMMARY OF BRITISH MALTESE. 


MinpoVedsabe Goi. Qs sar «creas ac 4 oe ee ek 
% " British Ministerial Depts. 
Eniisted-in H.M,. Forees i. sccsesse wen 
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PME LAM SVACURELON sors a sax cictac wee « 


NOTE: Since compiling these lists 189 British 


Maltese were recently evacuated. 
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(BNgg/10/250) . 


£. Bn clair._7 DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
FROM GAIRO TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


Sir M. Lampson D. By bag lst January, 1942. 
No. 5. R. 1.50 pom 2lst January, 1942. 
ist January, 1942. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 1 SAVING 
Government of Bombay No.l. 


IMMEDIATE 
Following from Preston. 
My immediately following telegram gives details 


of evacuees embarked at Suez for Bombay in His 


Majesty's Troopship "Westernland" on the sist 


December. 


COPY 
(K 956/. 0/250). 


ZEN CLAIR_7 DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 


FROM CAIRO TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


sir ¥g Lampson D. ist January 1942 
Noe ; 
lst January 1942. R. 1.50 p.m. 2lst Jamary 1942 


= 


Repeated to Bombay No. 2. 
Foreign Office No. 2 ‘Saving. 


IMMEDIATE. 
My immediately preceding telegram. 


British; two men (educated) two women (one 
elementary education one illiterate) two children. 
All indigent except Solomon Altabeb. 


British Maltese: sixty-two men (one educated 
nineteen with elementary education forty-two skilled 
artisans); sixty-one women (three educated forty- 
nine with elementary education three sempstresses six 
illiterate) twenty children and five infants. All 
indigent. 


Greeks: (non-suspect) eight men (three educated 
one elementary Tour artisans); two women (one educated 
one illiterate); no children. All indigent. 


. 


No.180 British Emb 

: s imbassy, 
(24/85/41 ) Repatriation Office, 
SECRET. CaLro. 

17th December, 1941. 


Sir; 


I have the honour to refer to my despatch 
No.154 (24/73/41) of the 2nd December, transmitting 
nominal rolls of the 197 evacuees who embarked at 
Suez on the 29th November in the “CITY OF PARIS" 
for Bombay, and to transmit, herewith, some 
observations on the eight persons of mixed nationality 
wno were of the party, at the same time giving the 
reasons for their evacuation. 


ae Copies of this despatch and its enclosure 
have been sent direct by bag to the Foreign Office 
and by Air Mail to the Government of India and the 
Government of Bombay. 


T have the honour to be, etc., 


(Signed) T.H. PRESTON. 


His Excellency 
Sir Miles Wedderburn Lampson, 
P.C., G-C.M.G., CoB, MeV.0-,5 
H.M. Ambassador, 
Cairo. 


: ye’ i 3 PY: 
Allotted toucwetspnel Department. 
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e DECYPHER One fated 


Prom Government of India, External Affairs Dept.;, 
to Secretary of State for India. 


Dated New Delhi 23.14 hours, 12th January, 1942. 


Recd. 23.45 hours, 12th January, 1942, 


294. ou | 4 


Addressed Ambassador Angora, repeated to baat So ake 
of State for India, London. Your telegram No. ot 
January 2nd to Foreign Office repsated to India. 
Government of India are prepared to receive the 42 
refugees. Grateful to know probable date of arrival 
(? and to) have nominal roll. 


2. Further communication regarding 200 Czecho- 
Slovaks awaited from Secretary of State for India. 
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The Under Secretary of State for 
India presents his compliments to the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and with reference to his 
memorandum No. 4 /50o! [2"4/ [4 dated the 
23 Decembey 4] » is directed to state 


 Seadate rea. [6 “tnt 4 MclCear ¥C 
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oer 
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{The Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
S. W. i, 
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The Chief Repatriation Officer, 
Middle East, presents his 
compliments to His Majesty's Principal 
Se@®etary of State for Foreign 

ffairs, and has the honour to 

ransmit, hnerewith, copy of 
despatcn No. 154 of the 2nd December, 
addressed to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Cairo, reporting the 
embarkation of a party of 197 
evacuees of mixed nationality at 


Suez, on the 29th RNovembertast* 
for India. PU ie 


ry 
ee re 
end December, 1941. \ 


cf 
\_ 194! 
a = fe Parr af 


and are er een 


Cop ad en & Ce. 


Copy. 

(W 15001/219/48) 

No. 154 

( 2473/41). British Embassy, 
Repatriation Office, 

SECRET a Cairo. 


gnd December, 1941. 
Sit, 
I have the honour to transmit, herewith, a list of 197 
evacuees Who embarked at Suez in H.M.T. "City of Paris" on 


tne 29tn November for Bombay. The party was composed as 
follows:- 


a) 1 British male evacuee with secondary education. 


bd) a party of 189 British Maltese from Istanbul under the 
leadership of Edward Borg and Andre Camillieri. 


2. The only comment which I have to offer is that most 
of these evacuees are illiterate and all of them are indigent. 


3. This embarkation also included seven foreigners, all 
of whom were evacuated at the request of the Security Officer 
(vide my despatch No. 24/63/41 of the 15th November to the 
Government of India)- 


4. The remainder of the party of 409 Maltese and of the 
suspeéts listed in my above-mentioned despatch of the 15th 
November, will be sent to India as soon as shipping facilities 
are available. The Maltese will, in future, be divided into 
groups of thirty, each with a leader. It is regretted that 
it was found impracticable to follow this system in the case 
of the first batch of 189. 


5. Copies of this despatch, with its enclosure, are being 
sent by bag direct to H.M. Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign/ 
His Excellency, 
Sir Miles Wedderburn Lampson, 
P.C., G.C.M.G., C-B., M.V.0., 
H.M. Ambassador, 
Cairo. 


fe 


Foreign Affairs and by Air Mail to the Government of 
Bombay. 


I have, etc., 


(Signed). T.H. Preston. 


3 


&-e The Maltese now under discussion sre the 409 
frog. Turkey ond Greece “ho were recently in Saypt' end 
won xcecte: to go to Indie in becember and anything 
up to & further 600 from the 1,900 Haltese remeining in 
Turkey. Tnose in Egypt are for various reasons Deft 
out of account. 


Se Copies of this letter are being sent to the 
Treesury end indies Office... 
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Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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POL. 7127/41. 


DRAFT TELEGRAM, 
Secretary of State, 
Government of India, 


Home Department, Your telegram No, 
i ag z A 
sie from /the| eee 


Chin ee 


eect communication between heads of 


6855 | fated 3rd December, 


ae 
aon snd| covernnent of India} on ee of ats of} 


arrangements /for /movement, of, evacuees is convenient | 
} ; | LP | : 
ana sav] time |out | H.M | agree [st should not be 


nda to ma 
( ) has been|instructed to repeat |your telegran | 
to the fsbsssaaorp a at * fangora Cairo Jana |agaaa] 


{ t 
De Aba ssador} a has been asked to| 


exte Consul General : 


communicate} with! so dineot/ regarding the) 37/ persor | 
mentioned in|paragraph 3 of/ your telegram, Question 
of} 200 psocnesiovats| is being /investigated, | 

i. Questions |regarding|accommodation as 


raised fiw erator 6 of your telegram J es, 


dated 19th November] are a a rath | 


department of HM. | concerned, 


AT TO fel rt 


Bo ae ee ME bun 
FOREIGN OFFICH, S.W.i" 


(K 12951/5/250). 19th December, 1941. 


Dear Pennells, 


Your official letter Pol .,6475/41 of the 28th 
November about the evacuation of Maltese British subjects 
to India. 


We are sorry that the Government of India 
should have had to complain that they have not received 
definite information about the numbers of refugees 
going to India. As you know we instructed our 
representatives abroad some time ago to give the 
Government of India as much notice as possible and 
not to send off any refugees until they had received 
specific consent. We dare say, however, that on 
occasions it has not proved possible to furnish the 
information as early as the Government of India would 
have liked to have it. 


It is not at all our idea that the Maltese 
British refugees should stay in India for the rest of 
the war. Our Secretary of State told Mr. Amery in his 
letter of the 16th May that, if India accepted the 
Maltese, we should not lose sight of the possibility 
of transfering them later to colonial territory. Mr. 
Eden added that it had been agreed that this 
possibility should be examined when a suitable moment 
arrived. The agreement to which the Secretary of State 
referred was reached at an inter-departmental meeting 
at the Treasury on the 30th April, which you did not 
attend. It was then decided that it would be useless 
to ask the East African Colonies to accept the 
Maltese at that time since they were considering prior 
demands from other quarters. On the other hand if the 
refugees went to India the question of their subsequent 
transfer to East Africa should be considered as soon 


as/ 


S.G. Pennells, Esq. 


as this might serve any useful purpose. Any Maltese 
awaiting evacuation might go straight to their 
colonial destination. 


&g 
Ss 


We are therefore asking the Colonial Office 
whether they can now ar ange for the acceptance of the 
Maltese in the East African Colonies or Ceylon or can 
hold out any hope of their being received. there by the 
spring. It would probably be easier to transfer the 
refugees from India to Ceylon and the Colonial Office 
Some time ago Said that they would be willing to consult 
the Governor of Ceylon about the reception of refugees 
there. 


When we have cleared up the above point with 
the Colonial Office we shall know whether a semi- 
permanent camp will be needed in India and we are now 
asking the Treasury whether in that event they would 
be willing to pay for it. 


The numbers of Maltese, excluding residents, 
as distinct from refugees, in Egypt, who might have to 
be sent to India would total about 1,000 including the 
409 to whom you refer. The length of their stay would 
depend on the attitude of the Colonial Office, 


It is not, I think, necessary at the present 
Stage to take any account of Maltese residents in Egypt 
but, as you will see from the abovementioned letter to 
Mr. Amery, there are about 9,000 Maltese there. 


7 , zs 


ne ee 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 


December 19th, 1941. 
K 13485/5/250 


Dear Pennells, 


Many thanks for your letter Pol. 6176/41 of 
December 12th about the evacuation of refugees from 
Turkey to India. As soon as we saw Government of 
India telegram No. 6855 of December 3rd, we asked 
Smyrna (see our telegram No. 45 of December 1@th) to 
copy it to our Ambassadors at Angora, Cairo and Bagdad. 
By a clerical error we referred to telegram No. 6856, 
but as Smyrna have received no other telegram lately 
from India, we do not think that this will have caused 
any confusion. 


2. I now attach a draft of the telegram which I 
think we might send to Angora, and,if you agree, 
perhaps you would be good enough to let me know by 
telephone as soon as you can. 


3. As regards extending the arrangement »e-feo 
direct communication between our Heads of Missions and 
India, as provided for in the case of Egypt in our 
telegram No. 3383 of September 30th to Cairo, this has 
really been done already {on Turkey. In our telegram 
No. 2308 of October 29th to Angora, we said that the 
Embassy should not send off refugees to India except 
after direct consultation with the Government of 
India. we later told them in our telegram No. 1670 
Saving of November 10th, which was repeated to Cairo 
and Bagdad, that they should not send off any refugees 
until there was a prospect of their having a clear run 
to India. Our general idea, in fact, has been that no 

refugees/ 


S.G. Pennells, Esq., 
India Office. 


refugees should start off for India until the specific 


consent of the Government of India had been obtained 
for their immediate reception there. 


4. As regards the 200 Czechs at Smyrna, our 


Refugees Department will communicate with you later. 


Pol.6716/h1. 


apna sie, 
ant 
reser 


G.C. Allichin, Esq, 
Foreign Office, 
S. Wels «5 12 DEC 194 
Dear Alichin, 

You will have seen a copy of the telegram No.6855 
dated 3rd December from the Government of India about 
the reception and accommodation in India of refugees from 
Turkey. I enclose a further copy for ease of reference. 

d to the question of co-ordination in 
matters affecting the despatch of refugees to which the 
Government of India refer, you will remember that we 
agreed a few weeks ago that it would be an advantage if 


the Embassy at Cairo and the Government of India 


communicated direct regerding such details as numbers and 


ates of sailing of Maltese evacuees, and in Foreign 


Office telegram No. 3383 dated 30th September’ Cairo was 

told to do so. There has apparently been no complaint 
inst this arrangement and there seems to be no reason 

why it should not be extended to the Embassy at Angora 


and to the Heads of other Missions. We agree with the 
Government of India, however, that the arrangement, should 


not extend to Consuls. Having received a copy of the 


a / 
Government/ 


Government of India's telegram, the Consul-General at 


Izmpr will no doubt have taken the hint but perhaps it 


: Oe Angora 
would be as well to ask the Ambassador = conform to this 


arrangement. All matters of principle and financial 
aspects of the scheme would of course continue to be discussed 
between our two Offices, 
De With regard to paragraph 3 of the telegram, it seems 
quite likely that the 37 persons mentioned are Maltese and 
are part of the batch referred to in the telegram from 
Angora to the Government of India No.15) dated the 1th 
Novenber (repeated to Foreign Office No.2675) but perhaps 
you will clear up this point through the Ambassador at Angora. 
dee Wie do not appear to have had previous information 
about the 200 Smyrna Czechoslovaks which the Consul-General 
Tami? 
at smeeee wishes to evacuate. You will see that the Government 
of India ere very reluctant to receive them and if you consider 
that there are agg erounds for pressing for their evacuation to 
India,I suggest that you embody your views in this respect in 
the reply to ovr official letter of the 28th November, 
No. Pol. 64.75/41, with which was enclosed a copy of the 
Government of India's telegram No.6525 dated 19th November 
to which they sumer refer, "i fier «grafts uU. 4 t erchrcd Cele Gr ann * 


Yours sincerely, 


(S9d.) S.G PENNELL 


With the @s.4 ollmants 


‘SlEN Affaing 


/) ype Pre 
[CODE R] NV. YY. . OVEVDAT  papapryany 
gust ny FROM CAIRO 10 ANGORA 
: ¢ 


6704 


g De 5.40 pom. 27th iNoy Iphe 1941. 
pth November, 1941, Re 7055 Dem. 27th ordeal 1941. 


Repeated to Foreign Office No. 3736 
~ 0:030:0;:0 
telegram No. 538 repeated to Foreign Office 
No. gate: = 


Following from Preston, 


_ Following is present Situation as regards overseas 
Shipping facilities and temporary accommodation for refugees 
in transit; 


(a) Basra, 
All accomnodati 
armed forces bu 
anticipate being 
Basra. 


(b) Bagdad. No hotel accomodation available, 
Shipping facilities ample and frequent. 


(c): Cairo. On évacuation to India during first week of 
December of 409 Maltese, I shall have accommodation for 
700 refugees at Camp at 15 piastres per diem besides hotel 
accoumodation for about 500 at 35 Piestres, Overseas 
shipping from Suez irregular and volume varies according 
to service requirements, 


As regards Maltese however you will appreciate that we 
do not want any more here until their acceptance by the 
Government of India is agreed. 


Mr. Gibson. 
u/s 
There has been so much meertainty about this 
question of the evacuation of Maltese in regard to 
numbers, their destination and +! 
of accommodation that it is not : E 
Governmont of India wish to lnow where they stand. 


In the telepram sent - 
June the oe yure of 3,000 1 
Government of India a Pied tha 
number was re reinteed it would cost in the neighbourhood 
£ £200,000 to construct. ‘Ye told them that we thought 
thet this figure was excessive and asked whether 
it could not be reduced. telesram of the 
6th August the Government of ae produced details 
to prove that the cost for this number could not 
be reduced to any great extent, & 
alternative ; i i 
might be converted at 
about 1,000. By this tin d been heen 
novmore than 1,000 or hese k 36 would be 
to reach India " 
formed in a telegram dated + 
this being so the Bharatpur ! 
suitable, but that work on the buildings 
confined to providing commodation to the numbe 
jnown to be arriving. he Government of India were 
also told that an endeavour was being made to 
arrange for the refugees to go to Hast Africa and 
that if they did eventually reach India it was hoped 
that they would be moved to Hast Africa 
Spring 
A mamber of tel were then exchanged from 
which it energ red that the t African Colonies 
were wnwilling to tak > Maltese now and were 
doubtful about taking them in 1 J 
Colonial Office letter dated 22nd Sex 
Foreipen Office, therefore, authorised the Ambassador 
at Cairo to proceed with arrangements f sendi 


} / 
them/ 


them to India and told him to commmicate direct 
with the Government of India as regards numbers and date: 
of sailing {see Foreign Office teleeram dated 30th Sept 
On the 7th October Cairo reported to the Government of India 
that there were 409 Maltese and one himdred odd Greeks and 
others who he was anxious to clear out of Fevnt by mid-October 
if possible. Tn view of the short notice the Government of 
i naparanety decided that temporary accommodation would 

have to be arranged under canvas and reported the approximate 
expenditure for this temporery accommodation in their te Legram 

of the 6th November. By all appearances the arrangements would 
have proceeded fairly smooth, qe but for the Ambassador at 
Angora butting in with the panne’ in his telegram to the 
Government of India dated the 14% n November, asking if 
send immediately another larfe batch of Maltese direct fr 
Turkey to India. 


I attach a draft oficial letter to the Foreign Offic 


Hy, 


Pol.6475/41. 


RAFT LETTER 
Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
a ow 
Le Vode 


‘@ Vith reference to (correspo: 


Tith the demi~official 
am directed 
the Secretary of State for India 
copy of a further telesram from +! nment 
India in which they 
Hi 
regarding g/recepti on 4 2Ccormm 
2 WT. + — . Th amr 
Maltese evacuees from Egypt and Turkey. 


J. 


It will be seen t} the Government of India 
the numbers of evacuees to be sent 
sey that as a 
_bpedcentes 
resort at short notice to the esters of 

providing temporary quarters at Satara. 

state in paragraph 4 of the telegram that they 

have been advised against accommodating these 


refugees at Bharatpur, wher b was suscest 


converted for the purpose might be utilised as an 


alternative to the more expensive hutted camps. 


wr ee 
Government of India are umable to receive ang ek ugees 


from the Balkans, in addition to the 409 Maltese and 


gin Sao May : be 
56 Greeks. to whom they ref er swho aze—prosumebiy/fen route 


for Indie from Egypt,umtil the completion of the semi- 
permanent camp, Which will take at st four months b qin 
and will cost approximately 1000 rupees 
DeTSON, someomenenet i.c. they cannot 1 
accommodate at the temporary camp at $ 
strended in Turkey to whom reference is made in telegram 
No.154 dated the 14th November from the Ambassador at 
rorae to the Government of India. 
Okan Kel: Brrtcrace may 4t famreter FF ke quortions feral % Gf Cetepa— 
4. In [i : Mr. Amery would be glad to learn 
whether it is intended that the evacuees al dy on the 
India should remain in that country for the duration 
moved to the Mast African 


inally suggested , 


ral 


oO * 1 oe T ns 
the Government of India may be 
the construction of a sem- 


sf 
Pp ermanent/ 


permanent camp on the be 


probable length of their stay 


Cah) & P, GBR! 
(Sec RGR) & P. GHAEEB 


\ f 
With the Comal 
of the 
Under Secretary ef State 
for Foreign Affairs 


12 éqy 19.4] 
Ki2t33/s/o¢ 
al oy </2s0 Do 


DEPARTMENTAL NO. es ee 
Wo 


\ 
iPABAES 


FROM CATRO TO ANGORA, 


Sir M, Lampson D. 11,15 a.m, 7th November, 1941, 
No, 538 R, 12,35 p.m. 7th November, 1912, 
November 6th, 1941, 


Repeated to FORHIGN OFFICH No, 3472 
rrrrrrr 


POL 
10 


+ 6229 


Following from lr, Preston, { 1O4! } 


Your telegram No, 2,500. 


although the question of sending Maltese to India has been 
decided in prineiple, you will see from Government of India's 
telegram No,(5921)to Cairo that some considerable time must ~~ 
elapse before we can send to Bombay 109 Maltése who Nave been 
at Cairo awaiting evacuation sinee July last. Until this 
group leaves Egypt T-have~only*roomfer-another 20U refugees 
whether they be Greek or Maltese at our camp, Besides 
this I could place up to 500 refugees in Cairo hotels at a 
cost of 35 piastres a day each but this is more than twice the 
unreserved accommodation at our camp and I submit that hotels 


should be used only in case of emergency, 


2, I am asking our Consul at Basra to post what 
accommodation he has for refugees as I understand housing 
facilities there are limited, 


3, The cost of sending refugees from Turkey to India 
via Basra is £39 a head and via Bgypt either by rail through 
Syria or by sea vid Igel (Mersin) £62, 


C7N 
6%) 


e OUTWARD TELEGRAM — 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key.] 


K.12183/5/259, 
[En clair] DEPARTWENTAL NO, 2) 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA 


No.16 SAVING 
I0th November, 1941. 


Repeated to Gairo No.68 Saving 
agdad No.15 Saving, 


22a bel ele 


Cairo telegram No,.538 [of November 6th 
to you: evacuation of Maltese to Indiali 


You should of course not send off any 
refugees until thore is a prospeot of their 
having a clear run to India. ff the Basra 
route is open to you, you should in any oase 
not send any of them to Egypt in view of the 
extra cost, 


i 


rtmer 


m 


cabo 
CL a 


a 
a 
o 
i 

5 
t 
ee 
oC: 


De 


¢ 
oO 


ULC 


(“SECRET 


7 4 
Bae 
‘ae ft 


it 


Adiotied to Pohitical Department. hes 4 
DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM. 


@eoom Government of India, Home Department to 
Ambassador Cairo and repeated by former to 
Secretary of State for India. 

Dated New Delhi, 15.25 hours, 6th November, 1941. 


Received 15.00 hours, Gth November, 1941, 


XXX 


Addressed to Ambassador Cairo repeated 
to Secrétary of State for Indie. Continuation of Home 
Department's telegram No,5912 of October 28th. Maltese 
evacuees. Provided non-recurring expenditure on 
furniture, water supply, sanitation etc. amounting some 
Rs.20,000 sanctioned immediately, eamp should bs ready 
by abouts Novenibexy 20th. Recurring monthly expenditure 
estimated Rs.50,000. Tented camp will have to be moved 
in March and hence total monthly inclusive cost for 
459 persons over 4 months approximately Rs.56,000 or 
about Rs.120 per head. This compares with mininum 
Rs.125 estimated cost British evaevees in permanent 
accommodation on annual basis, 


Qn We hope ta reduce somewhat these estimates which 

in any cass require approval of Finance Department. 
time grateful for acknowledgement of this telegram 

and confirmation of your intention to despatch évacuees 


Ln negr future. 


2 


eortent nett eee nna hrterem nae RI eI ont ab 


HERO 


Prom@ Govt. of India, Home Depts» 
to Secy-of State for 
Indias 

Dated New Delhi, 11-20 hours, 
28th October,1941. 

Recde 10.30 hours, 28th Octe1941. 


XXX 


« 591355 Your telegram No-.12842 

mas dated Octo t - 
altese. Cairo has addressed 
US» We are arranging tent 
accommodation at Satara for 
the present. 


Kieaay \s \aso 


a 


[Cypher ] Doce DEPARTMENTAL No. 2, 
~ 
FROM CAIRO TO GOVERNMENT OF. INDIA. 


Sir M. Lampson 
No. 198 D. 8.16 pem. 7th October, 1941 
7th October, 1941 R. 12, 50:a.sm. 8th Lob 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 3149 
Angora (Saving) 


BeBe hehe deed 
Following from Preston. 


“ 

-In their telegram addressed to Cairo 3383 September 
50th Foreign Officé stated it had now been decided to 
6vacuate Maltese to India and that I should commmicate 
direct with Government of India about the numbers involved 
and sailing date. 


2. There are at present at Cairo awaiting 
evacuation 409 Maltese including 157 men, 165 women, 
69 children, 18 infants. Shipping facilities for 
Bombay for this party may be available in the middle of 
October and I_should be grateful for your permission to 
send them to India by the first available steaner. 
should also like to include in the party 50 Greek 
reiugees whose early evacuation is insisted on by the _ 
Egyptian authorities and 60 mixed nationalities ine Luding 
ii other Greeks all suspected of Axis sympathies referred 
to in Cairo Security telegram SIMB/85,213 addressed to 
Acmtindia repeated to D.I.B. of July 25th. 


5. I‘should be grateful for early reply. 


a baw gen aw buy 


1 lo Aug 
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194 aghos. 
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BL RA Ms 


ne Dept., to 
India. 


S, 9,140.41. 


October, 1941. 


Lala? Ob 
Pee 60. 
1 3035 of Sept. 25t 


reign Office. Maltese 


we Shall receive instructions from you 


aceommodate these 420 evaevees. If they 


to India, we should appreciate as 
possibis. Accommedation for this 
‘aLlables 


K (0590 fs $ he ey ae 
[Code ] 
» FROM CATRO 10 FOREIGN OFFICES 


Sir M. Lampson 
mz 5 


No. 303: D. S50 pom. 28th September, 1941 


oovh September, 1941 R. 12.15 asm. 29th September, 1941 


Repeated +t “nme a 
Governor of Kenya 


Bee Be Ae Geded 
TiiPORTANT. 
Following from Preston. 


Egyptian authorities are refusing to-lease refugees 
cabs prémises Cairo after October 28th. Should 
efforts to prolong lease fail we shall have to 
accommodate refugees at the Hotel, 3+ times present 
Cost. It is therefore now of the utmost urgency to 
evacuate Maltese of whom we have 420 at camp and I 
Shall be most grateful for your early decision as to 
their destination. Shipping facilities to India may 

\ be available about middle of October. 


\ 


(yy /\e- OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should he 
kept under Lock and Key.] GC { RES Sine) 7 
With the C ments Ae 
@) 


Under scretary of Stats ; 
_— Ke 10370/5/250 or Foreign Affairs ie D 109 Tee 


{En clair] DEPARTMENTAL No.2. f POL 
FROM FOREIGN OFFIC TO ANGORA 4¢ i 
a Ws eo 

No. 9. Saving. i : 


September 23rd, 1941. D. li; IQA 4 
Repeated to Cairo No.45 Saving. 60S2 2 244 er meny, 
\ 


pie 
Your telegram No.2255 [of September 19th: Evacuation ]. 


As you are aware, sanction exists for the Maltese to go 


to India provided the Government of India receive adequate 
notice in advance. On the other hand, I have asked His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Cairo to delay sending them there 
eles the outcome of a request which I addressed to Colonial 
ffice on July ond, asking them to arrange for the Maltese 
to go to the Bast African colonies (Tanganyika or Northern 
Rhodesia). T am informed that there is no chance of the 
Maltese being absorbed into employment in India, and I think, 
rightly or wrongly, that there would be a greater chance of 
this: in East Africa. The latter destination seems more |. 
likely to provide a permanent solution of the problem and it 
is for this reason that I have delayed the departure of the 
Maltese from Egyot to India. ; 
RECEIVED POL DEPT 
26 SEP 1941 


INQIA OFFIOE 


! 


I am directed by Lord Moyne to 
receipt of your letter Noe K.i10055/5/250 dated the 
15th September on the subject of the destination of 
Maltese and Cypriot refugees et present in Ugypt. 


Re In the letter from this Department dated the 
18th Auguet, it was stated that it would not be possible 
to find accommodation for any Maltese in Kenya and that an 
enquiry was b¢ing addressed to the Chief Secretary, tast 
African Governors’ Conference, regarding the other Nast 
african territories. ‘wo telegrams from the Chief 
Secretary, dated the i5th and 30th August, have since been 
received, copies of which have already been transmitted 
to the Fore Officee It will be observed that the cost 
of accommodation in Northern Rhodesia will be considerable, 
and that the Governor is exceedingly reluctant to accept 
these refugees. In regard to Tanganyika the Governor has 
elready agreed to find accommodation for 200 Jews and a 
number of British refugees from Cyprus end might be 
prepared to accept not more than 200 Maltese, but the 
construction of a camp would be necessary in Tanganyika 
as in the case of Northern Rhodesia. 


Se In the letter of the i8th August it was stated 
that Lord Moyne would be reluctant to bring pressure to 
beer on the fast African Governments should they raise 
objections to these proposals, in view of the very 
considerable facilities which have already been placed by 
those Governments at the disposal of both British and 
Allied refugees. It appears that the Government of India 
has slready agreed to accept up to 3,000 Maltese British 
subjects who have been evacuated from the Balkans and can 
accommodate up to a 1,000 in buildings at Bharatpur which 


RECEIVED POL DEPT 


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 24 SEP 1944 
FPCREIGN OFPICL. | INDIA QEFIO! 


* toh 


~ HOO? 


can be comparatively easily and cheaply adapted. In 

4068 from the Government of India to the India 
Office, dated 6th August, 1941, the Government of India 
proposed to put in hand adaptation of these buildings 
to meet the needs of 330 Maltese; and Lord Ioyne would ¢ 
be glad if the possibility of sending t. India the 592 x: 
Maltese mentioned in telegram No 2842°from Cairo ean ~“ 7°’ 
be: further considered. I am to point out that the figure 
of £15,000 quoted by the Governor of Northern Rhodesia 
as the cost of constructing a camp was based on an 
estimate of not more than 445 refugees, (Cairo telegram 
Noe 2353 of the 29th July) and that the cost per head 
consequently works out at over £30 whereas the cost for 
4,000 at Bharatpur would work out at only £10 a heads 
It is noted that arrangements may have to be made for additional 
Maltese from Izmir (Izmir telegrom Noe 63 of the 
10th September) bat so 1 as the total number, including 
the 392 already in igypts s not exceed 1,000, 
Lord Moyne asks that the Government of Indian may be again 
approached with a request that these refugees may be 


‘accommodated at Bharatpur 
ral 


4 Finally, Lee to refer to the second paragraph 


of telegram Noe 978 ted the 16th August, from the 
India Office to the Home Department Government of India, 
in which it is stated that it is hoped to remove ali 
Maltese from India to Bast africa by next Spring. 
Lord Moyne does not wish to rule out the possibility of 
considering the matter further at a later date when the 
position regarding the reception of other refugees in 
the Zast African Territories may be clearer in various 
respects then it is at present, but he is unable to give 
eny undertaking that Maltese who are evacuated to India 
now can be accepted into last Africa next Springs 
Moreover, such a proceedure would appear to be expensive 
' end upsetting to the refugees themselves. 


5. The 25 Cypriots in Cairo should be sent to 
Cyprus as requested by the Governor. 


6. 


Qe 


K (0370/s /aso 


[CYPHER ] 


‘e 


DEPARTMEN 


FROM ANGORA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen. D. 7.12 pam. 19th September, 1941. 
No. 2253, R. 1,35 a.m. 20th September, 1941. 
eptember, 1941. 


Repeated to Cairo, Saying. 
Istanbul (Constantinople), Saving. 
Izmir (Smyrna) Saving. 


XXXX 


I have received a telegram from Preston. (Cairo telegram 
No. 38 Saving repeated to you as telegram No. 95 Saving) asking me 
. to refrain from evacuating the Maltese to Egypt, until their final 
destination has been settled. 


2. This request comes at rather an awkward moment, Since 
gradual evacuation of British subjects from Izmir (Smyrna) has 
recently begun (see Izmir (Smyrna) telegram No. 191 to me) and 
confusion is bound to ensue if it is now suspended, to say nothing 
of what would happen if the danger of invasion became acute. 


5. Moreover question of the fate of the Maltese has-been 
actively discussed for nearly a year and it is surely now time that 
it was settled. It is a question not only of finding them an : 
asylum in the event of war spreading to this country, but of 
arriving at a permanent solution of a problem which would otherwise 
continuc to exist as Long as Turkey pursues a policy of refusing 
to allow foreign nationals to earn a livelihood in this country. 
Would it not be possible to find within the Empire a permanent 
home for these people who do not number more than [grou und. 22000], 
including 400 who are reported by Preston to be stranded in Egypt. > 


4. In the meantime no further batches will be sent to Reypts 
but should an emergency arise every effort will be made to trea 
them in the same way as other British subjects. (Compare your 
telegram 669 to Athens). = 


~Olonia! OFF: oc; efersna 13139 jro/- a 


Nith the c 


eo? 


iOionial Offiee. 


. Cypher Telegram 


» 


FROM CYPRUS 


Officer Administering the Government. 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


D. 15th September, 1941. 
R. 16th ¥ " 04.50 hrs. 


No. 393 


Addressed to Cairo No.§90. 
Rep¢ated to Secretary of State. 


Your telegram No.68 (addressed to the 
Foreign Office No. 284g), 


Cypriot Refugees. *°*/ 


If this Government likely to be held 
financially responsible for their 
maintenance in bast Africa, or for 
repatriation after the war, I should prefer 
immediate repatriation to Cyprus. 


fbb, tafe dat S 
: 


‘ 
x 


Cypher Telegram 


FROM EAST _APRIC) AN GOVERNORS 


eens iglesia 
@ FROM: Chief Secretary (Mr. Gurney) 


Under Secretary of State.for the 
Colonies. 

12th September, 1941. 

15th e "01.00 hrs. 


Pee 
Secret. 


Addressed Under 8S. of S. My 
telegram Noe 87s. 

Repeated to H.M. Ambassador Cairo 
No.1101 for Pregton. 


My telegram No.994,_ 


Number of Jews for Nyasaland 
quoted in (3) of summary should read 104. 


lo. 
“UCI ) POL DEF ay 
i 3 SEP 1941 


eA OFFIGE 


| ae 03 


(K 9788/5/250). FOREIGN orraqs, cH ed 4 
e 9th Septembes, et - 
Dear Acheson, Vd 


You have no doubt seen telegram No. 279 of . 
the 30th August from the East African Governor's 
Conference about the suggestion that Maltese and 
Cypriots evacuated from the Balkans to Egypt should 
be sent on to the East African colonies. ; 


I do not know whether anything could now be 
said to the Governor of Northern Rhodesia, but I dare 
Say you were, if anything, worse shaken than we to see 
that he refers to the Maltese as “most undesirable 
“immigrants.” You know better than we that they are 
a patriotic and painstaking people. Moreover we are 
not so much alarmed as the Governor seems to expect 
us to be by his figure of £15,000 for a camp 
(presumably for about 1,000 people) or by his 
estimate of £6 a month for the cost of maintaining each 
refugee. Maintenance in India would cost at any rate 
as much and, as you know, the Government of India quoted 
something like £250,000 as the cost of constructing a 
camp for 3,000 Maltese i.e. over £80 a head as against 
the Governor's £15. A further point is that,,if 4... 
anything, the Maltese would stand a(small\ chance of 
being absorbed into employment in India than in Northern 
Rhodesia, 


If you can do anything to allay the qualms 
of the Governor we shall be grateful. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Wright at 
the Treasury and Pennells at the India Office. 


‘ee te scream meee ene 


ours ever, 


_. |(Signead) G.c. Allchin. 
A.B. Acheson, Esd. IGE 
Colonial 


2Olonial Office Reference No. _3/139/00/ +1. 


ith he compliments « cf Ss. of S, 
i i Coionial Offic. 
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Cypher Telegram 
FROM EAST AFRICAN GOVERNORS 


Chief Secretary (Mr, Gurney) 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 


D. 30th August, 1941, 
Re ehe "- 07.00 hrs, 


No. 279 


Addressed to Under Secretary of State with 
reference to your telegram No, 299, 

Repeated to Cairo No, 1050 with reference to the 
Secretary of State's telegram No, 288). 


Following telegram has been received from the 


Governor of Northern Rhodesia, Begins. 
Maltese 


Capital cost of the camp would not be less then 
and this figure would be exceeded if expensive 
re f 3 M nee would 
gather that 
vy could not be 
extent 
accept 


m OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
kept under Lock and Key. |] 
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bad [CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL Nos 2» 


FROM FORGIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


No. 8017. De 320 pem August 25th, 1941. 
August Yoth, 1941. 


Repeated to Nairobi for Governor's Conference Noe 454 
Government of India Noe 10211. 


JYVIY 


Your telegram No. 2628 a August 2ist: disposal of 
Maltese and Cypriot refugees 


Please see my telegram No. 2666 [of July 30th] (not 
repeated to Nairobi and Government of India) and Government 
of India telegram Noe 3904 [of July 30th]. 


2. Your telegram No. 24 [of July 29th] to Nairobi 
stated that there were 445 Maltese refugees in Egypt, 
whereas your erie ge No. 2361 of the same date said that 
there were 367 Maltese and 32 Cypriots being maintained at 
the public expense. Is the yin waa to be explained by 
the fact that some of the Maltese had funds of their own? 
You realise, of course, that I hope that both Maltese and 
Cypriot ede gs will be able to go to the Bast African | 
colonies, and I shall be glad if you will report the precise 
numbers of each now involved, stating how many are a charge 
on public fundse 


Qc OUTWARD TELEGRAM COPY 
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der Sea; 
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K9219/5/250 for Foreig, 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


De 3020 peme August 25th, 1941. 


Nos 3017. 

Rugust goth, 1941. 

Repeated to Nairobi for Governor's Conference No. 454 
Government of India No. 10211. 


VII wo 


Your telegram No» 2628 Lot August 21st: disposal of 
e i 
,3¢? 


Maltese and Cypriot refugees 
Please see my telegram No. 2666 [of July 30th] (not 
ent of India) and Government 


repeated to Nairobi and _Governm 
of India telegram Noe 3904 [of July 50th]. 
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9- Your telegram No. 24 jor July 29th] to Nairobi 
stated that there were 445 Maltese refugees in Egypt, 
whereas your telegram Noe 2361 of the same date said that 
there were 367 Maltese and 32 Cypriots being maintained at 
be expie ined by 


the pee expenses Is the discrepancy to 
the fact that some of the Maltese had funds of their own? 


You realise, of course, that I hope that both Maltese and 
Cypriot refugees will be able to go to the Hast African |. 

colonies, and I shall be glad if you will report the precise 
numbers of each now involved, stating how many are a charge 


on public fundse 


S 


‘Han © ade Sapo) pled 
Gowt.of India, Home Dept., to Anbassador, 
sf a | eee i & 
q by former ta §ecy. 0 


05 3. B4th August, L941, 


50 hours, 24th August, 1941. 


(hegre sine ceinhd aCe Ret Seo HSER, 


reterence t XX 


Reference to 
eam Noa. 3904 
peated to you. 
that efforts 
refugees now 
e later to-go to 
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' Sopies also sent to Colonial Cf c« 
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Conf. Code Telegram Reference  __ 


Chief Secretary (Mr, Gurne\). 2 
Under Secretary of “tate for the Colonies. 


D. 15th August, 1914. 
iat 3 08,20 hre. 
No, 273. Secret. 


Addressed Under & of S, 
Repeated H.HM. Ambassador at Cairo No, 994 for 
Preston. 


Your secret telegram No. 297. 


I informed Cairo 30th July that Tanganyika might 
take one or two hundred Maltese refugees provided that the 
total of these and British and Jewa from Cyprus for 
Tanganyika does not exceed 500, I informed Cairo 6th 
August that Northern Rhodesia was disinclined to accept 
Maltese of the type described, but would reconsider if 
necessary and urgent. Governments of Tanganyika and 
Northern Rhodesia await information ag to 

(a) liability for cost of accommodation and maintenance 
and 
(bd) whether removal of these refugees after the war is 
guaranteed. 


Cairo so informed 3ie% July. 


Summary requested in second paragraph of your 
telegram is 
(4) Italien: Kenya 2,500 Uganda 1,000 Tanganyika 5,000, 
Nyasalend 71,000. 
Poles: Northern Rhodesia 62. ee 
Jews: Tenganyika 200 Nyasaland 2h5, [€or 
British from Cyprus etc,:; Tangan 
RECp. POL. F 


See my telegram No. 26). 19 AUGI94) 
INDIA OFF 


FOREIGN OFFICE 


4 


LONDON, S.W.1 
(14th August ,1941. 


Dear Wallis, 


Many thanks for your letter Pol.4033/41 of 
August 9th, about the evacuation of Maltese British 
subjects to India. 


I notice that the Government of India are still 
referring to the figure of 3,000 Maltese. This figure 
was originally given as an estimate of the number of 
Maltese likely to be evacuated from the Balkans. 
Balkan evacuation, except for Turkey, is now 
complete, and, so far as we can make out, rather less 
than 100 Maltese were got away. About 300 have left 
Turkey, and about as many more might be evacuated 
from that country later, If, therefore, we proceed 
no further with our idea of evacuating the Maltese 
residents, as distinct from refugees, from Egypt to 
India, the total number involved could not now exceed 
1,000. If as many as this, in the event, did go to 
India, it seems to us that it would be quite a good 
Plan to put them in the buildings in Bharatpur. The 
Maltese are not the sort of people to object to the 
hot weather and we have no doubt that the Treasury 
would raise no objection to the relatively small cost 
of adapting the buildings, 


As you know, we have asked the Kast African 
colonies to accept anything up to 1,000 Maltese. This, 
of course, would cover the refugees who are already 
in Egypt and any to be evacuated later from Turkey. 

On the other hand, we have already seen that Kenya 
cannot take them. The matter is still being considered 
by the Governors' Conference, and it is, of course, 
true that we hope that Tanganyika or Northern Rhodesia 


i return a favourable Y ora DUgue 3 seems to me 
will PES Per eit nec 


W.C. Wallis, Esq., 14 AUG1941 


India Office. he 
INDIA OFFICE 


that the wording of your draft telegram might sound rather 
too optimistic at the other end, I should prefer to say 
something like the following: "An endeavour is be@e made 
to arrange for the Maltese refugees now in Eg. pt, as well 
as any who may later be evacuated fron Turkey, to go to 
the East African colonies. Even if this endeavour failed, 
not more than 1,000 would be likely to reach India, and 
I trust you would be able to arrange accommodation as 
economically as possible for them. There should be no need 
to consider the construction of a camp or, I think, to put 
any work in hand until you know for certain that the 
refugees are coming. 


I am sending copies of this correspondence to the 
Treasury and Colonial Office. 
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[| Code R} 
FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


en Oe Nem 


Sir M. Lampson. 
No, 2002, 


12th August, 1941. 
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D 5 pem. 12th August, 1941, - 
Re- 2elO Pet, 1a% 


2th August, 1941, 
M1 W.F, 


Repeated to Nairobi No, 2 Saving. 
a ws Ww 
IMP ° | he bo 
TANT, As 
TUPORT ANE 38 “hens. wacro, 


f 
My telegram No, ZA to Nairobi repeated to Foreign Office 
aS No. 2555 and Nairobi telegram No, 938 to me. 


Following from Preston, 


Governor of Northern Rhodesia asks whose liability 
Capital and recurring costs of accommodation and 
Maintenance of Maltese will be, and whether the removal 
of refugees from Northern Rhodesia after the war 
is guaranteed, Government of Tanganyika also ask 
if the cost will be reimbursed. It is of course 
essential to find a destination for these British 
subjects, They cannot stay in Egypt. 


2. Please reply direct to Nairobi repeating your 
telegram to Cairo, 


> fi . (ey 
Allotted to Politigal Dep FILE ‘ae 


gL” tment Ge. 


DEGYPHER OF LELEEGR A M, 
ee ger a BP an Raa APD etd ayers BN, AN BR ee BR a ae ean le 
Fram Govermront of India, Hore Departmbnt., to Searectary 
or State far india.e ; : 


Dated Simla, 20.45 hours, Sth Avoust, 1941, 
a a4 a 


Received 13.59 hours, 


40685 our telegram No.6959 of Jume 17th, Military author 
unable'to supply ectual figures of cast of prison(?s wi) War 
Gamps ant gan suggest only adoption of their all-India rate of 
Rs,2 armnas 8 fépeat Rs.2 annas & per square foot waigh exclpdeg 
eost of water light sewage furniture and (? external) servimes. 
The rese alsp veties with lepality, flucuabes in santé lecality 
and tenis to rise. We have jepechinae te nibotibds detaijed 
estimetes of pamps fer 200 erdinary British evaeuees cach at 
Colmbatare aig. Savatra ied have reduce x here imates fram totel of 
Rs.5,55 repeat 5°35 lakhs te Rs.5*69 repeat 469 lakhs rates 
being Rs.2 ennes 4 and Rs.2 annas & listimates provide net 
cost per person averaging £66 repegt £66, On this basis camp 
for 3009 Maltese would still cost practically £200,000 repeat 
200, 000 as lously intimated, 


LoS 
previ 


ze 


2. Sangtioned estimates previde for gubicle units for 


cy Darmied ocuple ar 2 single persons somprising verandah bed-sitting 
- poo and bath room 8 feet 14 feet and 6 fees decp respestively 
with eommen width 124 feeb. Verandsu width identieal with 
eiilitery hutted PEE iving réqn spaGe 87 square feet 
seared with 76 square red Junior offi¢er prisoners or 
and Britash Other Ranks herrecks gnd 125 square f : 
offices prisoners of 1 i sme a 
brone Senitation and ¥ & 


Camps must Cater we consid iv ath _gpom per 
ibicle necessary... in any 
dees not add appreciably to : 

protettive verandsih. . eee : ; 


wer, 


, While for Malte rtair luction ain plinth area, 
still a made we doubt mether tote st af i mat ved cap 
d be reduced muc 


ar 
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irda 1th BEY 
f to put in hand ap i ee build 
vatpur.end, af Said: construction. of pat Inder 


sete ee nay regcureNiics Kemer erie REE ee ape 


2 Political Department, 


DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM, 


Government of India, Home Department, 
to. Secretary of State for India. 


Darah 
Dated 


Simla, 19.55 hours, 30th July, 1941. 
Received 00.15 hours, 31st 


3904., 
Hecretary of Stat £ mdias repeated 
H.M,Aimibassador, Cairo, and ¢ nor, Nairobi. ~ 
3 Ve eee 
Meltese evacuees. Fs 


s telegram no. 288¢ to 

g We are still engaged in 
nsi 
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Ye accommodation as 
telegram 6939% 17th June to which 
optiy. We would request Maltese 
% to India if possible until 

wns a at least six 


Ali SEPM a OL L 


FROM CATRO TO NAIROBI. 


Sir M. Lampson. D. 11-40 acm July 29th, 1941. 


Noo 246 Re 2.50 peme July 29th, 1941. 
July 29th, 1941. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No, 26535. 
Bombay No. 15. 


TMMEDIATE. 
SPSERESERE 
[En clair eG ° 
Your telegram unnumbered of July 27th, 
paragraphe 


Following from Preston. 


Please inform Governor's Conference as follows:- 
numbers of men, women and children in party are 179, 
155 and 111 respectively, all Maltesc—retigess from 
Istanbul (Gons tantinople), mostly lower artisan es 
GIASS, With few smart business men and commission 
agents. Many have been on dole in Turkey for yearse 
They will certainly require camp accommodation as many 
will probably remain unemployed. [Bn clair ends]. 


29. Sea Transport Officer informs me that 


shipping from Suez may be available to Port Tanga, put not 
for Dar-es-Salaam. 


RECp. POL. BEPr. 
31 JULI941 


NDIA OFFICE 


j heli, ~ (eerethrrs plore, 
\¢ ys OUTWARD TELEGRAM 9) "24/23 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key.] x °, ms we 
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K6987/5/250. 
© CYPHER | « 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


“Rayaraeumnmcmrecasecor 


NOs -23,97. De 240 o Me - Jul 2nd 1941. 
y ond,.1941. : i : 


tig 147e ( i A 


Your telegram No. 1982 [of June 25th: evacuation] 
and my telegram No. 2036 [of June 14th]. 


I approve the action taken. 


_ 2s You may pay for alternative accommodation and 
maintenance in “gypt at minimum rates for the persons © 
mentioned in my telegram under reference provided no 
alteration is open to you short of evacuation to places 
outside Egypt. 


3. Cypriots and Maltese may be regarded as falling 
into the same category. Provided the numerical limit 
was not exceeded they could be sent to India if the 
Government of India agreed to accept the 9,000 Maltese. 
No reply, however, has yet been reccived.e In any case the 
accommodation of Maltese in India would be extremely costly 
and I am now asking the C.0. whether the Hast African 
Golonies could accept the 80 Maltese from Grecec referred 
to in your telegram No. 1975 ree June 25th] and, if 
Sausieriaael a say up to 1,000 Maltese and Cypriots from 
Egypte hope they will agrec. 


FOREIGN aon | 


7 


LONDON, S.¥.4e5 194 


Nee ln ; 
2ad July,194i1,. ~~" *” 


@  (x.7048/5/250). 


gir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Eden to state that, 
as Lord Moyne is aware, an inter~Depeartmental meeting, 
attended by representatives of the Colonial Office and 
Foreign Office, was held at the Treasury on April 30th 
to consider arrangements for the inclusion of colonial 
British subjects in schemes which had already been 
prepered for the evacuation of British subjects from 
countries under threat from the enemy. It had already 
been agreed that there should be no avoidable discrimina~- 
tion against colonial British subjects in this respect. 


2. In regard to Egypt, it was stated that arrangements 
had been msde for the evacustion in case of need of 
British subjects of BRuropean descent to South Africa. 
no potential haven, however, had yet been found for 
some 9,000 Meltese residents in Sgypt or for the Gypriot 
colony there. It was decided, however, at the meeting 
thet the Government of India should be invited to agree 
to accept the Maltese. They had already declered their 
willingness to take about 3,000 Meltese British subjects 
who might have been evacuated from Greece and Turkey. 
The representatives of the Colonial Office, however, 

““<ostated that the possibility thet the Maltese might be 
ei ‘peceived by Governments of the British colonies in 
=<) Bast Africa was not altogether ruled out. It wes then 
a bad moment to approsch these Governments, since they 
had just been asked whether they could provide accommoda~ 
tion for large numbers of Italian prisoners of war and 
Italian civilians from Ethiopia. It was understood, , 
however, thet an approach to these Governments might 
usefully be made in a month or two's time, and that he 
Golonial British subjects in question had in the 
meantime / 
fhe Under-Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office. 


: 
ie 
\ 


meantime been evacuated to Indies, he possibility of their 
transfer to Kenya, Tanganyika or Northern Rhodesia could 
be considered. 


3. At about the same time the Viceroy of India had 
informed Hr. Amery that his Government were seriously 
concerned at the iarge numbers of ocrisoners of war end 
refugees who hed been sent or were being sent to India, end 
Mv. Amery accordingly requested Nr. Eden to do what he could 
to reduce the number of refugees to be evacusted to India, 
by exploring every possibility of arrenging for then to go 
to other ‘territories. Gn receiving en explanstion of the 
position Er. Amery was good enough to agree to request the 
Government of Indie not only to stand by their agreement to 
eecept refugees regarding whom they had already been 
approsched, but also to agree to accept the 9,00) Neltese 
Britich sudjects from Egypt. It was subeequentiy arranged 
with the Indie office that, provided the numerical limit 
of 9,006 wee not exceeded, Maltese and Gypriot British 
subjects could be regarded es falling into the same 
category, so that, if the Government of Indio agreed to 
accept the former, Cypriots from Egypt could aise be sent to 
India. 


4 Wo reply has yet been received from the Goverament 
of India to the request thet they should, if necessary, take 
the colenial British subjects from kgypt, On the other hand, 
it is already known that if these British subjects went to 
India they could be secommodated only in a specially 
constructed hutment camp. Freliminary ostimates obtained 
from Indie show thet the cost of such a camp for 5,000 
refugees would be in the neighbourhood of a quarter of a 
million pounds. in view of this high cost, end of the fact 
thet the Government of Indie would accept the refugees only 
with great reluctance, if at ali, Mr. Bden feels that the 
time mey now heve come when some alternative destination 
should be provided for the coloninl Lritish sabjects in 
question, more particularly as,in view of the lebour 
Situstion in india, ther would be no possibility of their 
being ebsorbed into exployment there. 


for 


oP aL 
2099 
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5. Telegram No.wi975 of June 25th from His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Cairo reported that only 
some 15 Maltese British subjects from Greece hed left 
for India. Sir M. Lemoson edded thet some 80 remained 
in Egypt and would be sent to India by the next 
opportunity, probsbly incthe middle of July. Mo other 
Maltese refugees had reached Seyvot. 


6. The question of the edvice regarding evacustion 
to be given to Britieh subjects residing in Mgypt was 
recently considered by the Cabinet, and it was decided 
thet they should be told that there was no question 
of the evecuastion of British communities from thet 
country since it wes the policy of His Majesty's 
Government to defend Xgypt with ell their pover, 
British sabjects should therefore stand Pirm, 4 
number of women and children may nevertheless: leave 
Egypt, more especislly if they live in heavily bombed 
areas and, being driven from their homes, cannot find 
alternative accommodstion in Egypt. It may, however, 
perhaps be aesumed that their numbers will not be large. 


7. In these circumstances, tr. Eden would be 
greteful if Lord Moyne. could be so good as to arrange 
#iee the Governments of the Bast African colonies to 
accept the 80 Meltese refugees now in Haypt and, say, 
ap to 1,000 colonial British subjects who might have to 
be evacuated from Egypt,if no alternotive accomnodstion 
could. be founé for them there, Mr. Eden consicers 
that if this could be done little éifficulty would be 
caused to the Governments of the colonies concerned, 
whereas advantage would acerue not only to the Govern- 
ment of India but also to the Treasury and to the 
colonial British subjects themselves, He «ccordingly 
strongly hopes that arrangements on these lines can 
be mede. 


a 7 


a 


8. A copy of this letter is being sent to the g 
Treasury and the India Office. 


I am, 
Sir, 
Wour obedient Servant, 


(SD.) G.C. ALLCHIN. 


194] 


ur. Geen, T% fo “yon exe cao 
ie deal fe Dol reen. a gtk the oe 
y PA 2ST/ 9 Ce: 
Evacuation of Maltese from Greece, ife. 
Turkey and E G. 


In the course of conversation with Allchin of the 
Foreign Office this morning, I gathered that it is now 
fairly certain thatwmless bombing becomes very serious in 
Egypt the number of Maltese (and Cypriots) for whom a refuge 
will be required is unlikely to reach 1,000. Original 
estimates for Maltese were, Egypt 9,000, Greece 3,000 and 
Turkey 1,000 - a somewhat alarming total of 13,000. A mere 
handful got away from Greece and I understand that the 
majority in Egypt and Turkey are not particularly anxious to 
be moved. 


You will recall that in early discussions the prospect 
of finding accommodation for these people in East African 
Dependencies seemed somewhat remote but now that the Italians 
have been mopped up in Abyssinia, the authorities in Kenya 
and Tanganyika and other Dependencies are much more ready 
to assist in providing a haven for evacuees. The recent 
East African Conference may have given them more confidence 
and I believe that the problem of evacuating civilian 
Italians from Abyssinia is likely to be solved without their 
having to be sent to the British Colonies or India. We have 
just heard that the Governments in East Africa without 
hesitation expressed their willingness to take all the 
evacuees from Cyprus. They have also agreed to take 
Europeans from Palestine and Egypt if this becomes necessary. 


I therefore suggested to Allchin that he should at 
once sound the Colonial Office to ascertain whether up to 
1,000 Maltese and Cypriots (of whom there are a few) could 
now be accommodated in East Africa. An approach on these 
lines rather than on the basis of a potentiah 13,000 might 
be successful and all the complications of shipping and the 
comtruction of hutments in India would be avoided. In any 


case/ 


; 
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case the original idea was that these Maltese should be 
shifted @-India as soon as possible and it seemS&a little 
pointless to make elaborate arrangements for their temporary 
accommodation in India if there is a good chance of their being 
sent. direct to a Colony where, incidentally, it may be possible 
to absorb them after the war. 


Allhin agreed to write to the Colonial Office on these 
lines at once (our papers were sent to Mr.Patrick this morning 
behind Mr. Eden's letter onthe general question). 


Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 


gend June, 1941. 


e se ee 26 svir gs 
Pega. 


I am sorry not to have thanked you 
before for your letter of 5th June and for the 
copy of the helpful telegram which you were good 
enough to send to the Viceroy about accommodation 
for British and Allied refugees in India. 

As I said in my letter of 16th Mey we 
do not for a moment expect that any large nee of 
Maltese would go to India from Egypt. As you ami 
we are raising no objection to the departure of women 
and children from that country, but generally speaking 
the British communities are being urged to stand firme 
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ree it fr He tenihen io ne? (27-41 INDIA OFFICE 


18th June, 1941, 
ig .u 


Dear Wallis, 


Many thanks for letting us see Simla telegram No. 2832 of 
June llth about the construction of a camp for Maltese 
refugees in India. 


I gather from your reply (telegram No. 6939) that there 
is no question of any expenditure being incurred without 
reference to the Treasury here. I think it as well, however, 
to make two points now. + 


We understood from MacKereth's telegram Noe 20 of March 
20th from Bombay that the Government of India were prepared 
to accommodate the Maltese temporarily and would like to 
have two or three months' notice before providing semi- 
“permanent accommodation such as hutments. We had understood 
from this that there would be no need to take any steps 
about providing a hutment camp until after the Maltese 
had arrived. This impression _was confirmed by MacKereth's 
telegram Noe 32 of April 11th™in which he said that, if the 
permanent establishment of refugees in Jamaica appeared 
probable, the Government of India would provide temporary 
accommodation, although not in tentse As you know the idea 
that the refugees might go to Jamaica has rather fallen into 
the background. On the other hand we have told the Colonial 
Office as well as the Treasury that we hope that, if the 
Maltese have to go to India in any large numbers, it will 
become possible to transfer them from India to say Northern 
Rhodesia or Tanganyika before it becomes necessary for the 
Government of India to set about constructing a camp. When 
we last discussed this with the Colonial Office on April 3oece., 
they said that it was a bad moment for approaching the 
Governors of the East African territories becase the latter 
were at the moment faced with requests to accept large 
numbers of Italian prisoners of war and Italian civilians to 
be evacuated from Abyssinia. I do not know what has happened 

since/ 


Wallis, Esqe,; 
India Office. 


ing the Italians, but I understand 
that they may have to ~ffer to receive a number of people 
' from Palestine and Cyprus. However this may be, we have 
not given up hope that the Colonial Governments will vivheu®, 
(unane delay relieve the Government of India of the care of 
any Maltese refugees who go there. 


In any case it would be as well to have fairly precise 
estimates of numbers before the work of constructing a camp 
was put in hand. We have, therefore, again telegraphed to 
Cairo asking how many Maltese have been sent to India to be 
maintained there at the public cost and how many remain to be 
sente We have made a similar enquiry of Angora, but in this 
ease of course, aS no generdl evacuation warning has yet been 
given, we have been able to ask only for an estimate of the 
numbers of Maltese which might be involved. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Wright at the 
Treasury and Acheson at the Colonial Office. 
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Allotted to Political Department. 


DECYEHSR OF TELEGRAM. 
on Goverment of India, Home Department, to Secretary 
of State for India. 
Dated Simla 22.05 hours 11th June 1941. 
Received. 09.00 hours iSth dune 1941. 


Hee prem ae tier XXX 


2932, Your telegram No. 6356, June 6th. Maltese Evacuces. 
On the assumption that your telegram indicates definite 
request for canstructime' camp to ‘ancommoddté > up te 3,000 
Maltese evacuees, we are proceoding with selection of site and 
construction of camp. No steps so far taken in view of 
Mackereth's last commnication indicating that he hoped 
it would be possible to evacuate these persans direct from 
Port Seid to Jamaica, failing which we could expect definite 
authorisation from His Majesty's Government to construct 
hutment cemp on their behalf. Pending further instructions 
from His Mejesty's Government we have therefore not incurred 
any obligation. 
2. If construction of camp, or ¢ 
Meltese subjects approved, we will proceed as economically 
as possible. from provisional est imates now received for 
each for 200 evecuses, ove in Bombay and one in 
ght be from 200-0250 
thousand pounds, , a thts. expenditure incurred, 
His Majesty’ s Government might p “¢ not to incur further 
expenditure on onwards jc y ne 
later dates. 


emps, for 5,000 


i Depax art ment 


TRLEGRA 


Prom fluirk arnment ; px aks dome j partment , to Secretary 
for India. rife 

Dated Simla 22,05 eat Fea June 1941. d Pit o aa) Jane 

Received. 09.00 hours 15th June 1941. f We 


196 > 
2832. Your telegram No. 6356, Jume 6th. Maltese Evacuees. 
tan that your telegram indicates definite 
f seis: Sap a taccommodste > up te 5,000 
eVecuess, Li vith: selection of site and 
constructim of Cem ster fa ous in view of 


rea ‘forter ae timic 
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from His : 's Government we have therefore not incurred 


ak 


any obligats 


and one 


xpen ait ture ‘ane uwrred, 
jneur further 
elsewhere at 


PA he) Me. 
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InpIA OFFICE, Lonpon, 
. 1 
10uuN aq = 
Subject :— 


¢ 


hava 


With reference to the setter from this Office, No. ReSmf. 


dated 6 Jrmns 19&/, I am 


i +o 3/ s/ + f 
( directed by the Secretary of State for 
* Co (> s] +/ 


Sir, 
635 


India to forward, for information, copy 
of the papers noted in the margin, on 


the above subject. 


Sed. W.C. WALLIS 
ot a vt. 


To the Secretary to the Government of / Aw 


[ tome Department. 


(7621) Wt.33078/303 2,000 11/38 A.&E,W.Ltd. Gp.685 


Pol.Department. 


a 
DRAFT TELEGRAM. mee 


From Secretary of State to 
Government of India, Home Department. 


XXX 


b376 on] strength selecck aed vomeren facies 


® 
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IO Ley 
11th April 
ee thay you yeaa willing to jconstruct hutment/ 
camp o\ accommodate jup t s000/ua1teee from Greece 
and near (ieee Office} have /authorised 


evacuation|of this umber | to India. As /very/tew/in 


fact a of(or ece|it is [expected /thad arrivals 


wil1 Fa11 bonsiderably |short of foo. ( 
Bs | Foreign office are /anxious tol pveride/ ceseteette 
ot evacuation /enou1a}civi2| population have to pe/ . 
moved in\ sietghnan! of 9000 htaitese how sn /tuvitel 
They adeiediiateans to) avoid fany /suggestion off 
discrimination! in this i aaritied ae Colonials 
ana )Ruropeanb and, earnestly hope hat/ if event| arise 
youtwi2a cy willing t accept/ such of wartesd as 
may jrish/ana are| able tol beecal Applicants are not/ 


being| encouraged ena/woura be /warnea he fonditions/ 


‘ under which] they would pe|houséa./ Owing to/lack of / 
f j 


shipping it is|in any case junlikely that/ more than / 


a $nai2|proportion| coud ae | 10 /movement/ 1s / 
contemplated/ 


-op¥ SENT TO 


A ea sucriency (ons) irLaon| time faicit 
becone| necessary to bvacuate earlicr /eome| trom| bom ea/ 
area. ( Total /number Intent) 1 lcci: grea vs 
exceed ke all the i you have /already/ agreed td taxel 
H.M.G. |would [bear Jent re costs ana/have/ undertaker) to/ 
keep in \pina/possibi2ity/ of their/eventual /transter tof 


Colonial (territory, thigh metas evacuation. there 


has ee but found impracticable| ana] tnd onf 


Government lare unable to help [for|po1iticai/ reasons. / 

3. t/tuily appreciate| your aifriculties aten increasing 
a alesmeniks in this/respect [but leet that /it is / 
essential tol cooperate| in this proposal. | Please 
telegraph] urgently /whether you] are prepare in principleé 
to |accommodate tnese| adaitional/refugeds and/what / 
progress| has been made/in\construction of! sotGinsente 
4. If you agred F.O. i221] endeavour tol arrive at /Pirn| 
estimate ot/munbers Jana win communicate| furthey as tof 


construction lor any ppaattionst} pe ye needga. ( 


wie (aft? 


aul 


[CYPHER]. DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


FROM ALEXANDRIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Heathcote Smith 12.11 a.m. 6th June, 1941. 
lo, 56 2.5 p.m, “7th June, 1941, 
June 6th, 1941. 


®@ repeated to Cairo No.3 SAVING. 


Following from Sir M. Palairet. 
[Begins]. 


I heve received Cairo copy of your telegram No. 991 
to Canea. 


Bs Bulk of United Kingdom and Dominion British 
subjects succeeded in leaving Greece and reaching Egypt 
either direct or via Crete. Majority of Maltese and 
Cypriots community did not apply to be evacuated at all or 
left it till it was too late to obtain shipping space for 
any but small proportion. 


3. So far as I know, only British civilians still 
in Crete are very small numbers of local and Maltese 
communities who did not apply to be evacuated. These 
included Vice-Consuls at Canea and Candia, 


4. From experience in Greece and Crete following 
points emerged clearly (a) all British subjects are 
reluctant to take advice to go until the last moment. This 
applies particularly to those with only local roots such 
as second or third generation [grp. omtd. 2of] Maltese. 
Could [grp. undec.] [?method] be adopted of making all those 
who refuse to take advice to go sign declaration forgoing 
all rights to evacuate? (b) Time to evacuate subjects 
without undue risk and casualties is before civilians 
compete with military for means of evacuation. 


W.5219/311/48 Foreign Office, 


S.W.1. 
16th May, 1941, 
My dear Lee, 


XN I am sorry not to have replied before to your letter 
orvApril <9th about the accommodetion for prisoners of 
war and refugees in India. 


I think we full appreciate here the embarragsment which 
the accommodation of the increasing number of these people 
must cause to the Government of India, although, having 
regard to the large number of prisoners of war involved, the 
responsibility of the Foreign Office in the matter is 
relatively gsmall. AS regards alien refugees, we are 
responsible only for the 210 odd Czechs and Poles and in 
regard to them we ‘think it most unlikely that even thig small 
quota will in fact be filled. We have, however, had some 

200 British refugees from the Balkans in India for some 
months and they, as you know, are being maintained there 
at the cost of the Treasury. About an equivalent number are 
now arriving in India from Iraq. We have also, as you 
mentioned, arranged that some 2,0CO Maltese, in addition to 
ether British subjects, might go to India from Greece and 
Turkey. We have not yet received finsl reports on the 
evacuation effected from Greece but we: have reason to suppose 
thet nothing like the expected number will have got away and 
be sent to India. We have also, I am afraid, recently 
; asked your department whether they would, if necessary, 
accept some 9,000 Maltese from Egypt if evacuation had to 


fi- be carried out there. This, however, is really only a 


i) nominal figure, since we do not for a moment expect that 
shipping or other facilities would permit of our sending any 
large number of people out of Egypt. 


The possibility of the Dominions as havens for allied 
neticons was most carefully explored, at the time when Je 
were 


Right Honourable 
L.S. Amery, M.P,. 


2 ) 


were originelly approached on the question of principle 
involved in. the reception of allied refugees. The 
Situation was put before the Dominion High Commissioners 
by Cranborne and they communicated with their respective 
Governments, with the result that Canada offered to take 
1,000 allies and Australia 150 Polish boys from the 
Balkans. The political situation in South Africa made 

it impossible for Smuts to make any offer. dl 


The Dominions have declared their willingness to 
take large numbers of British subjects. The Commonwealth 
Government have already accepted about 200 British subjects 
from the Baltic States and som 900 from Japan, and have 
said that they would receive, if necessary, all the 
remaining British subjects in Japan - some 2,000. We have 
reason to believe that they would slso provide aihaven for 
the very numerous British subjects in China if it became 
necessary for:us to remove them and we were able to do so, 
South Africae has agreed to accept some 10,500 British 
subjects from Egypt. As regards Northern Rhodesia, we 
have discussed this, as also other colonial territory, with 
the Colonial Office, who Have told us that the Northern 
Rhodesian Government are at the moment being pressed to 
accept a large number of Italian prisoners-of-war from the 
Middle East and Italian civilians from Abyssinia. The 
Colonial Office told us that it would be useless to 
ask, them now to take the Maltese from Egypt as well. if, 
however, as we hope, the Government of India will accept 
these Maltese, we shall not lose sight of the. possibility 
that they may later be transferred to colonial territory. 
It has been agreed that this’ possibility shall be investiga 
when a suitable time comes. 


You will no doubt appreciate that’ we regard it as a 
matter of the highest importance that we should do everything 
possible to remove British and loyal allied subjects from 
countries under threat of enemy domination and I feel sure 
that I can rely on you to do all you can to allay the 
Viceroy's qualms and persuadehim to provide a refuge for 
these people. 


Yours ever, 


(Sd.) Anthony Eden. 


45 NAY 
Dear Allchin, ad 


Would you kindly refer 
to Foreign Office letter of 
3rd May, No.K.4208/5/250, 
regarding Maltese refugees? 


i am afraid that we 
cannot possibly take the 
matter up until Mr. Amery 
has had a reply to his letter 
to Mr. Eden of 29th April 
on the general question of 
India's capacity to take 
refugees, including especially 

\ the last paragraph thereof. 


Yours sincerely, 


a ene 


Sed. K.Anderson 


Communications on this subject 
should be addressed to— 


Tor Unprr SECRETARY OF STATE, 
CoLontaL OFFICE, 
Lonpon, S.W.1. 


and the following : 
Number quoted: 151 39/15/41 = } : ) May > L194 


194i. 


muy 


e ° 110 uh 1944 


is ee Airis 


Sir ; 2 ae sonata menuitem | 


wl am directed by Lord Moyne 
address d to y y the Foreign Offi 
K4208/5/2. 250) the Srd May regar 
evacuation of Maltese British from 


@- Lord Moyne desires very strongly to support the 
representations made by the Se cre tary of State for Foreign 
ALL that “tany Gi Maltese evacuated from Egypt should be 

He has given careful consideration to 
accommodating these Maltese in Colonial 
For obvious reasons it is out of the question 
to Malta, and there is unfortunately no 
providing fox Penh in the Hast African 
dependencies, owir the demands which are being made on 
those territories to take Italian prisoners. Wor can they 
be received in Mauritius and the Seychelles, where there 
is no accommodation for them and no materials for building 


letter that the 
from any scheme 
Br itish apes unless ‘they 
Lord Moyne went 6 mos t strongly 
kind any discrimination against 
on account of their race or origin. Such 
ation would on general grounds be open to grave 
att Geeal opjections, which are much ac ‘centuated in relation 
to the Maltese at the present time. 3 Mir. Amery is aware, 
it is of the presteee importance to avoid at this juncture, 
hen Malta is virtually besieged and is being subjected 
Oj; daily to heavy attack from the air, any measure which is 
= likely to disturb public opinion in the colony, and the 


4+ 


Secretary 


MIS hh p awn m . \ ay ijt 
itis UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Tey T Ni 
LANDA Ok : ‘TCE. 


d.view 


16 feels 
1 ew a» y + » 4-4 ‘a 
a strong appeal to the Governme 
earnestly t that ¢ 


provide 


evacuatic 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
oO Se * 


kept under Lock and Key. ] 


(Kaur9 /5/250) 
[Cypher] DEPARTMENTAL No. 2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


No. 1082 De 6-30 peme April 12th 1941 
April I2th 1941. 


Repeated to F.0.C.R.1.N. for Mr. MacKereth Noe 54. 


My telegram No. 1438 [of December Srd: Bvacuation]. 


Do you think the time has come to review evacuation 
_plans? Having regard to the shipping position end the 
numbers who might wish to go would evacuation be feasible 
in present circumstances? 


2. Arrangements could no doubt be made for 
"Anglo-Saxon" British subjects to go to South Africa 
(and be maintained there at the public expense against 
undertakings to repay if they lacked funds). The Union 
Government would, however, require reasonable notice of 
prospective arrivals. Dominion nationals Indians and 
Burmese could presumably go to their own countries at 
their governments’ expense but I have been unable to find 
any haven for Maltese, etc. 


3. The guestion of Allied nationals etc. which you 
have mentioned is now, of course, vastly complicated 
by the large number of Greeks in Egypt and the course 
of events in the Balkans. 


4. Have any considerable number of British Subjects 
Anglo-Saxon or otherwise left elready. 


* OUTWARD TELEGRAM 49) 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key. ] 


wm Cyber! DEPARTMENTAL NO.2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CATRO. 


Noe 13543 De 1-00 aem. May 2nd 1941 
Way 1st 1941 


es 


Your telegram No. 1029 [of April 20th: 
evacuation]. 


Funds would be available for the transport 
of "destitute" Anglo-Saxons to South Africa and 
for their maintenance there provided the estimated 
cost of the latter, about which I am now enquiring, 
is considered reasonable. On the other hand such 
persons could be sent away at the public expense 
Only when you thought the moment had come to give 
the warning for general evacuation. We could not 
pay for "summer holidays." 


I am asking whetiier the Government of India 
would accept anything up to 9,000 Maltese from 
Egypte We should of course endeavour to evacuate 
only those who wished to go and I hope the number of 
these would not be large. In any case the Maltcse 
should be warned before evacuation that there would 
be little or no chance of their being absorbed in 
India and that they would be placed in a camp to be 
maintained there at minimum rates. Other British 
subjects without funds would of course receive 
Similar treatment in South Africa. 


| 1EAN 
. OUTWARD TELEGRAM VE) 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key. | 


Beyonce) DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


Noe 15435 De 1-00 asm. May 2nd 1941 
May Ist 1941 


Your telegram No. 1029 [of April 20th: 
evacuation]. 


Funds would be available for the transport 
of "destitute" Anglo-Saxons to South Africa and 
for their maintenance there provided the estimated 
cost of the latter, about which I am now enquiring, 
is considered reasonable. On the other hand such 
persons could be sent away at the public expense 
only when you thought the moment had come to give 
the warning for general evacuation. Ve could not 
pay for "summer holidays." 

I am asking whetier the Government of India 
would accept anything up to 9,000 Maltese from 
Beypte We should of course endeavour to evacuate 
oy those who wished to go and I hope the number of 
these would not be large. In any case the Maltese 
should be warned before evacuation that there would 
be little or no chance of their being absorbed in 
India and that they would be placed in a camp to be 
maintained there at minimum rates. Other British 
subjects without funds would of course receive 
similar treatment in South Africa. 


Coy fle Chante Emnd.ser 


Nun, a, 


° 
} 
f 


The Under Secretary of State, 
India Office. 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM. 


(This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's 


Government, and should be kept under Lock and Key). 


With the Compliments of the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
dated Srd May, 1941. 


SECRET. DEPARTMENTAL No.8. 
(K. 4357/5/250) 


(Cypher). 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA. 


Dd. 2.20 asm. 2nd May, 1941. 
No.978. 
Ist May, 1941. 


Your telegram No.945 (of 24th April: 
evacuation). 


Point l. As stated in my telegram No.813 and elsewhere 
and as implied by my telegram No.669 to Athens, the 
same terms apply. 


Point 2. British subjects from the Istanbul 
(Constantinople) district may be evacuated to Tndia now 
(against payment on undertakings). It seems to me to 
be premature to consider sending away British subjects 
from Izmir (Smyrna) or other parts of Turkey. 


You will of course give the Government of 
India ample warning of arrivals. 


# ft 


é 


©€ r) 


f 
( / a 
ist 


The Under Secretary of State, India Office. 
OUTWARD TELEGRAM. 


(This Document is the Property of His Britannic 
Majesty's Government, an@ should be kept under 
Lock and Key.) 


K.4596/5/250 DEPARTMENTAL No.2. 
CYPHER) . 


SECRET, 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE To CAIRO. 


D.4.50 p.m. Ist May, 1941. 
No.1326 
Both April, 1941. 


Repeated to Canea No.919. 


Your telegram No.1093 (of April 25th: 
evacuation). 


Please say how many British refugees have 
arrived from Greece and how many are without funds 
and are thus being sent to Bombay. How many of the 
latter are Maltese ? 


You will of course give the Government of 
India good notice of arrivals. (See Mr.Mackereth's 
telegram No.39 repeated to Port Said and Suez). 


With the Compliments of the 
Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 

dated 3rd May, 1941. 


DEPARTMENTAL NO.2. 
FROM BOMBAY TO CATRO. 


Naval Officer in Charge a.m. cord April, 


No. - ‘ 26rd April, 
zend April, 1941. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No.38 


Angora No.11 (please repeat to Preston) 
Athens 


JIIIIIII 
Following from Mackereth. 
Your No.1039 Foreign Office. 
See my telegram No. 10 to Angora repeated to you. 


My journey arrangements cannot be easily changed 
now, moreover work of passing on evacuees has not 
hitherto presented undue difficulty at Consular posts 
which handled them in Iraq. I do not see how to solve 
local problems better than man on the spot. 


Parties errive organised into manageable groups each 
with its own leader having nominal rolls and welfare in 
accordance with suggestions I have already issued to all 
evacuating posts in the Balkans and Middle East. Consul 
at Port Said informed me February 19th and in reply to 
my telegram of February 15th shipping errengements 
could be easily made for India East Africa end United 
Kingdom from there. Reception arrangements for British 
subjects in United Kingdom (grp. undec.) already fully 
organised Bombay and Government of Bombay should be 
informed by telegram of departures giving numbers by sex 
and children name of ship and probable date of arrival. 


__Jtlaltese question not so straight forward as 
Government™of India want’ two morths'’ notice to provide 
semi-permanent hut camp. I have suggested to Foreign 
Office (my telegram No.34 April 13th) that as 

accommodation/ 


accommodation for Maltese aveilable Jamaica, they should 
be carried there in groups in vessels returning from 
Suez zone to Americen continent. In this event Maltese 
should wait at Port Said (or elsewhere in Egypt) for 
such transport. 

16382/22. 


; 


(Cypher) DEPARTMENTAL NO.2, 


FROM ATHENS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


M. Palairet p.m, 2lst April, 1941. 
NS. 770 pem. 2lst April, 1941. 
20th April, 1941. 


Repeated to Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, 
Cairo, 
Flag Officer Commanding the Royal Indian 
Navy 
Bombey for Mackereth. 


mmmmn 


Number of British and Allied subjects still in Athens 
are estimated as follows:- 


(1) 200 United Kingdom British subjects 
150 members of the British Legations and 
Consular staffs (as distinct from skeleton 
staff destined for Crete) 
Allied and other nationals, an estimate of 
whose number will be sent later 
700 Cypriots 
Approximately 2,000 Maltese 
Up to 1,000 holders of British passports 
(racially Greek) who wish to be evacuated, 


2. There should of course be no discrimination against 
Cypriots Maltese or British subjects of any kind provided 
thet people in question can and wish to be evacuated. For 
example, apart from a few individuals, most of the Maltese 
community have not so far shown the wish to leave. We will 
do our best but if lack of shipping space compels certain 
amount of discrimination, I presume I have discretion to 
send first those British subjects who will be best fitted 
to help the war effort elsewhere and leave to the last those 
British subjects who have least desire or reason for 
leaving, i.e. those who have inter-married with or become 
closely assimilated with local population. 


Bs You will remember from my telegram No. 695 that 
I warned you thet if a sudden emergency arose the British 
colony would have to depend on whatever shipping 
facilities may be available at the time. 


COPY EXTRACT FROM TELEGRAM No.1029, 
DATED 20th APRIL, 1941. 


CAIRO to FOREIGN OFFICE 


Evacuation of British 
Subjects from Egypt. 


I do not see how Maltese could be left behind after 
magnificent resistence Malta has put up. There are 
about 9,000 of them. Provided there were adequate 
shipping to take them (which seems to be doubtful) 
surely they have a claim to be received somewhere 

in British territory within reach from here. If it 
came to the worst and shipping were available I 
should put them on board and leave the question of 
their reception to settle itself. 


With the Cc if be) 
> : omplimente es hee ze 


Uader S a 
Ste 
eee 22 APR 1941 
Ca 


FES CES 
Be eins 2 7, 


* AMENDED| COPY* 
| CYPHER ] 
FROM BOMBAY{TO 


Mr. Mackereth. Dy. 5.25 b.ts, LothApril, 1941, 
No. 354 


[3th April, 1941. R, 8.25 a.m., 15th April, 1941, 
Repeated to Angora No. 9. 
33535 
My telegram No. 32, 


Since Maltese would in any case travel *via Iskanderun* 
and Suez Canal I_ suggest that Oar? be taken to 
-4nitiate *radical solution of group settlement by* 
utilization of ap eene space available in American (now 
that the United States Government have lifted the ban 
on the Red Sea route) or other military store-carrying 
vessel returning from the canal to the American continent 
sending them directly to Jamaica rather than India as a 
stepping stone elsewhere. As the ees offered 
other unemployed Maltese now on the dole in Greece might 
follow. t am persuaded this would be advantageous 
economically in the short as well as the pe run. : 
Whilst ers immediate haven it provides no solution, 
3 Bales g Ambassador at Cairo replying to ily — 
bait of March 8th holds out no hope of accommodation 
in Egypt. 


e 


ARTNENTAL NO, 2 
ae, DEPARTWENTAL NO, 2, 


FROM BOMBAY TO ANGORA, 


Naval Officer in Charge, D, p 12th april, 191, 
No, 8. R, m, 1th april, 1921, 
12th April, 191. 


Repeated to Foreign Office, No. 33. 
Istanbul (Constantirdple) 
foxePreston: No, 15. 
rraeere 


Following from Mackereth, 
Your telegram April 9th, 


My telegram No, 1 answered your telegram No, 60 to 
the Government of India for me, My telegramsof September 18th 
September 26th (Jerusalem to you 611 and 651) and of October 
14th (Government of India 4919 to London and 3917 to 
L[?C.C.8.0] both repeated to you) outlined evacuation scheme 
to which only Government of India modification has been 
[ grp. omtd. ?to] introduce alternative Suez route 
originally impracticable, 


Reference to Jerusalem telegram No, 611, although local 
evacuation plans of the Turkish have not been communicated 


-to me I assume they have harmonised in consultation with 


Mr. Preston with general scheme under which some British 
subjects have already been evacuated from Turkey to 
India 

(0601Z/12). 


\ 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM. 


(This Document is the Property of His Britannic 


Majesty's Government, and should be kept under 
Lock and Key). 


ie /5/250) 
Cypher) ° DEPARTMENTAL Noe Qe 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 


Noe 1082. De 6-30 PeMe April 12th 1941. 
April 12th 1941. 


Repeated to F.0.C.ReIeN. for Mre MacKereth Noe 34 


My telegram Noe 1438 (of December 3rd: 
Beaductton} - 


Do you think the time has come to review 
evacuation plans? Having regard to the shipping 
position and the numbers who might wish to go would 
evacuation be feasible in present circumstances? 


Be Arrangements could no doubt be made for 
"Anglo-Saxon" British subjects to go to South Africa 
(and be maintained there at the public expense against 
undertakings to repay if they lacked funds). The 
Union Government would, however, require reasonable 
notice of prospective arrivalse Dominion nationals 
Indians and Burmese could presumably go to their own 
countries at their governments’ expense but I have 
been unable to find any haven for Maltese, etce 


Se The question of Allied nationals etc. which 
you have mentioned is now, of course, vastly 
complicated by the large number of Greeks in Egypt and 
the course of events in the Balkans. 


4. Have any considerable number of British 
Subjects Anglo-Saxon or otherwise left already. 


KSien(s7 oso Cpr (S= 144! 
[Cypher] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2 
FROM BOMBAY TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Tama ay. ee ere D. Se Pem.- 1ith April, 1941, 
THR pril, 1941. R, 250 a.m. 14th April, 1941. 
Repeated to Angora No.7. 

cccesc 


Following from Mackereth: 


Your telegram No. 785 to angora. 


I fear that yeny few om Turkey or Greece 
n 


would be employable in India, firstly because of made é€ 
English, secondly their industrics are already over crowded 

by Indian craftsmen, thirdly the :irmy appears unable to 

absorb them. My fancy is that only group settlement in 
British territory will po permanent solution of the 
roblem of Eastern Mediterranean Maltese, because of their 
ack of knowledge of English. 


Government of India has informed me that they would 
construct semi-permanent hutment all season camp if no 
other solution possible. if zoe authorise it, I can ask 
the Government of India to go ahead wi is on basis of 

accommodation for say 3,000. On the other hand if 
| shaban establishment in Jamaica appears probable, | 

overnment of India will provide temporary accommodation 

but tents would be impossibly hot on the plains during May 
and June and impossibly wet on the plains and hills. I do 
not think the Government of India would consider changing 
their accommodating attitude because of the absence of 
general evacuation orders although I can if you wish, 
enquire specifically... 

| RECEIVED P.&d, DEPS 

177 APR 1944 

i INDIA OFFICE 


[ CYPHER ] DEPARTMENTAL No. 2. 


FROM ISTANBUL (CONSTANTINOPLE) (CONSUL-GENERAL 
VIA 
a ee ee 
His Majesty's Consul-General, 
No. -. DD. 9.00 p.m. Oth April, 1941, 
10th April, 1941. R. 7.00 poem. lith April, 1941, 
Repeated to Foreign Office No. 121. 


XXXXKXX 


Following for Mackereth from Preston. Vos 
0 


Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen's telegram unnumbered 
to you 8th April. 
2. Number of Maltese should be about 1,000 besides 


Wen, 


which I may at short notice be obliged to evacuate 


500 Anglo-Saxon British subjects from Istanbul 
 (Constanbinopre). ie = 


K 3 
and address—not ae any person a Al but. 
The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office, ondan: 8.W.1. 


“f In any further Pe on 14/3. [38° ager quote 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presqnts 


compliments to = 


yee Be eae and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 


transmits herewith cop “] of the under-mentioned paper for such 


oe as Ih. As 
may desire to offer. 


Foreign Office, 
12 Ap-X , 194! . 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


RO. Ltt of 4 ApeK (74t, No. Ki sy gh fase. 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Repo en pln 
Ati at al 


RECEIVED P. & J. DEPT 
16 APR 1941 
INDIA OFFIGE 


Similar letter sent to Ce , 


(173) 
e OUTWARD TELEGRAM sis 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
kept under Lock and Key.] 


K,3579/5/250. 
[CYPHER]. DEPARTMENTAL NOo 29 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA, | 


No, 785 De 2.15 a.m, lOth April, 1941, 
9th April, 1941, 
Repeated to Athens No, 768. 


F.0.C.R.I.N. Bombay (for a Maciereth) 
Os Ole 


OO0000000 


Your telegram No, 742 [of April 2nd; removal 
of Maltese], 


Please see Mr, MacKereth's telegram of March 6th 
to Gairo and my telegrams Nos, 669 and 724i. 


It seems clear from Mr. MacKereth's telegram 
No, 20 that the offer covers only the “cmporary | 
acceptance of Maltese leaving Turkey and Greece in 
the course of a general evacuation of British subjects. 
T am however prepared to ask whether independently of 
evacuation some of the Maltese could be accepted with 
a view to their absorption in suitable employment. 
“How many of them can speak EngIisi7-———"~ - 
(9 
’ A Ad oe 


New 


[ CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM ANGORA TO FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING, 
ROYAL INDIAN NAVY, BOMBAY, (FOR MACKERETH) 


“rd 1 eke Hugessen D. 11.25 p.m. 8th April, 1941. 
Se 
8th April, 1941. 


R. 7.35 pem. Oth April, 1941. 


JIIIIISI 
My telegram No. 6 to the Government of India. 


In view of the present situation, I shall be grateful 
for an early reply to paragraph gne (1). 


RIC 381s Js [2s 


[ CYPHER ] 


FROM CAIRO TO BOMBAY. 


Sir M, Lampsén. De 9.17 Dem. Vth April, 194). 
No. 28.. R. 11.00 p.m 9th April, 1941. 
7th April, 1941. 


Repeated to Foreign Office No. 869, 
Istanbul No. 17, 
Athens Nos, 171. 


XXXXXXXN 


- Following for Mackereth. 
Your telegram No. 15 to Foreign Office. 


1. It would be possible to find ree employ= 
ment as auxiliaries to British forces for skilled 
Maltese artisans of any kind, and Egyptian Government 

Ould probably admit them on undertaking re subsequent 
repatriation. it is doubtful if wives and families of 
artisans would also be admitted, May I have an estimate 
of the numbers with special qualifications. 


9, Avart from this, Egyptian Government will never 
agree to the addition of Maltese to Egyptian labour 
market. Their presence would also complicate our own 
evacuation scheme. Evacuation to Beyp’ should 
definitely be restricted to persons ac ually to be 
employed by British forces. 


RECEIVED P.& 4, DEPS 
15 APR 1944 
INDIA OFFICE | 


\)oV * 
} 
P04 
“AMENDED 
Ope) DEPARTMENTAL No. 2 
FROM ANGORA TO FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL 
INDIAN NAVY, BOMBAY (FOR MACKERETH). 
Sir H, Knatchbull-Hugessen. 
No. D, 11.22 p.m. 8th April,1941. 
Undated. R. 7,00 a.m. 9th April,1941. 
Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No, 793, 


SSSSS 


Foreign Office telegram No. 553 to me. 


Owing to the new situation [? suggestion] proceed 
with evacuation of *Maltese* (sée my telegram No.742) 
beginning with unemployed. Before, however, doing so, 
I should like an assurance that ee facilities 
from Basra to Bombay and [? accommodation] would be 
available. 


I should be grateful for an early Tepiy. 


cf 


ys S°FILE COPY - 
We | State —. 
SEX y AS “A APR 194) Settee KGa, 


[CYPHER] Cppees- DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. Coyny. ee | 
FROM ANGORA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. hoe 


Sir H, Knatchbull-Hugessen ee 1D - e -h 
No. 742 , D. Teh, 2rd April 1941. 
PNY 2nd April, 1961, uf! ors fr R. 7.55e6,m.- 3rq April 1941, 
|. po > X : 
Repeated to the Flag Of teen 

Cormending the Royal Indian 

Navy Bombay (for Mr. MacKereth a 

Athens telegram No, 188 [grp. Ps 


2nd April, @; 
Beeeeeee | 


is 


We 


m, 


(7) 


lege. Telegram to you No. 20 from Flag Officer Commanding 
Royal Indian Navy Bombay. 


IT would strongly urge that the Government of India's 
offer should be accepted, so far as unemployed Maltese in 
this country, numbering about 955, are concerned. Given 
present necessity of utilisation of all available man- 
power it seems wasteful that these people should remain 
in Turkey on the dole, with prospects constituting a 
considerable responsibility for His Majesty's Government 
in the event of a German attack on Turkey, instead of 
their proceeding to India (or elsewhere in the Empire) 
where they could presumably do useful work. Any 
suggestion made here that evacuation was a panic measure 
could be met by pointing out the necessity of the Empire 
mobilising all its man-power. 


(2) Enquiries which I made upon the receipt of 
your telegram No, 1.95 disclosed that all Maltese on the 
dole will be willing to leave at any time; and the same 
applics to those in employment, though evacuation of that 
category is less urgent. 


a “OUTWARD TELEGRAM 3.02.5 pes, 


Or [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
AS Rc RS No eS Te RAR NR 


Sf 
. (K3SIT#/5 /250) i i, = | : 
© imme) , 


No. 669, D. ).20 pam. lst April, 1941. 
lst April, 1941. 


Repeated to Flag Officer Commanding Royal Indian Navy 


No. 25. (for MacKereth) 
Angora No. 725. 


Your telegram No. 426 [of 20th March: 
evacuation ]. 
In view of Mr. MacKereth's telegram No. 20 you 


are no doubt now including the Maltese in your plans. 


DEI ART: ETAL No. 2. 


Decynher. Sir lM. Falairet, (Athens). 
20th arch, 1941. 


10.00 p.m. 20th liarch, 1941. 


2.10) 4.M. d ifarch, 1941. 


Your telegram 


Number of lialtese in Greece is ap roximately 
4,CO0O and I am advised that we should reckon 904 of 
them would wish to be evacuated in the event of a 
general evacuation. 


os I cannot give exact figures without makin 
individual enquiries and any such “investigation woul 
have disastrous effect here at this momen 


Repeated to Cairo and Navyrin Bombay for 
ir. Mackereth. 


INDEXEP a 74 TELEGRAM. 


f 


Code telegram ir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen oer 
3 


Foreign Office. 12th March, 1941. TelD: Dells 
No. 563. }3S9. 


XXXXX XX 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 


Mr. MacKereth's unnumbered telegram of March 8th 
to Cairo [evacuation of Maltese from Greece and Turkey]. 


+ 


Please repeat to Athens and send covies of my 
telegrams Nos. 503 and 055 with relevant preceding 
telegrams to Cairo and Athens by air. 

Repeated to Flag Officer Commanding Royal Indian 


Navy No. 14, Cairo No. 694 and Athens No. 482. 


A rages i 37948 
I Bo ee 


on FILE, COPY XX. Md -_ 
teed DNP Ee Path 


Enel : 


Katy /Sov ARTHENTAL NO: 1. 


Decypher, i tm! Royal Indian Navy. 
w (Bombay). 
8th March, 1941. 


10.09 Di, 8th March, 1941, 
Re 10.55 a.m, 10th March, 1941. 


Nie, 13, 


4 4 4 4 4 5 4 


Following from Mackereth. 
Addressed to Cairo unnuibered March 8th. 


As I an meeting with almost insuperable obstacles 

in arranging for accomiodation for Maltese should events 
dictate their evacuation from Greece and Turkey, it 

occurs to me that in the event of SUCMmremerfency and 

in view of the existence of large Maltese comunity in 

Egypt and of the altered military situation there, it 

might be economical and feasible to make arrangements 

for their temporary accommodation in Egypt (at the time 

but not beforehand to avoid alarm) on the understanding 

that His Majesty's Government would remove them after the 
war, These ilaltese might serve to replace interned or 
expelled Italians. Total number likely to be invg 
Ba oP eee It has been suggeste should British 
subjects nm e evacuated under govcenuent scheme it 

is undesirable politically that Maltese who are outstandingly 
loyal should have to be excluded for lack of ultimate destination, 


I should be grateful for your views and advice, 


Repeated to Foreign Office telegram No: 
Angora. No: 2, 


The Uncle. Werelan, of Sald, G9. 


2 OUTWARD TELEGRAM. 2 i/ee- 

éimimeént, and should be 
kept under Lock and Key.] ‘Ad 

K 2161/5/250. eee Soy aa ~ 


DISTRIBUTION A. 


To: TURLEY. 


Foreign Office, March 7th, 1941. 7.15 a.m. 
No. 50S. 


VIIIVIIY 


Mr MacKereth's telegram No. 1 [of February 24th: 
evacuation] and your despatch No, 565. 


I entirely agree thet no avoidable discrimination 
should be made in the matter of evacuation but if 
arrangements cannot be made for the reception of certain 
elasses of British subjects they clearly cannot be moved. 
I am cee edie to ask Treasury to pay for a hutment camp 
for the Maltese if necessary but I should first like 
you to say how many of them there might be and to 
hear from Mr. MacKereth whether they could be maintained 
in India under canvas or otherwise pending the 

\. construction of a camp or pending their removal else- 
where. JI understand that adequate accommodation is 
\l available in Jamaica and I am consulting the Colonial 
x Office and Ministry of Shipping as to the possibility 
\,of using it and arranging necessary transporte 


Repeated to F.0.C.R.1I.N. Bombay for Mr. MacKereth 
No. 10. 


PZ. 1568/41. 


Extract from letter from Gilbert MacKereth 
Esqe, C/o The Chief Secretary, Bombay Castle, 
Bombay, to the Rte Honourable Re Anthony 
Eden, dated 2nd February, 1941. 


8. In Athens,telegrams of the 30th September and the 
3lst October, 1940, departures from Greece of between 
six hundred and three thousand British subjects appeared 
to be contemplated. Of the greater number mentioned, 
some two thousand were, I wnderstand, Maltese. His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Angora, in his despatch Noe 

563 of the 5th December to Lord Halifax, urged the moral 
Obligation to evacuate the Maltese from Turkey in the 
event of dangere The problem of the disposal of so 
many non-English-speaking British subjects from the 
Eastern Mediterranean countries has not, so far as 

I am aware, been solved. 


9. Notwithstanding the natural desire of the Government 
of India to assist in the humanitarian task of receiv- 
ing war evacuees, there are limits to their capacity 
in the matter of accommodation despite the size of 
Indiae Without going into this seeming paradox I am 
of opinion that it would be an impossible task to 
accommodate satisfactorily several thousand Maltese 
without the construction of a special hutment camps 
which would be very expensive. Rven were it thought 
desirable to construct such a camp as a means of 
lodging these people I find it difficult to contest the 
view of those British officials, with whom I have 
discussed it, who hold that local conditions and security 
problems present a formidable obstacle to a project of 
this kind. If the suggestion put forward in Angora 
telegram Noe 1056 of the 24th August has found no 
favour, I can see no reasonable alternative to the use 
of an Bast African Crown colony for theme It may be 
out of place to make the suggestion here, yet I find it 
hard to repress the conviction that the permanent : 
ejection of the Germans interned in Tanganyika and their 
replacement by loyal British subjects would be immediate 
ly advantageous and might well simplify some post-war 
problems./ 


problemse 


10. I am sending copies of this despatch with enclosures 
to His Majesty's ‘Ambassador. at.Angora and, without enclosures, 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Baghdad and to His Majesty's 


Minister in Teherane rd 


